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JOSEPH  NEWTON,  Pastor 
846  Sixth  Avenue 


(Eeimr  i&ajitoB,  ilotoa,  ??b.  I  nth.  Op  »  

My  dear  Mr.  Wright?  1  t.hanV  you  for  your  letter, 

which  is  one  of  many  that  have  come  to  ne  concerning  my  various 
addresses  during  the  Lincoln  celebration.  The  fact  to  which  1 
referred  was  the  story  that  Lincoln  was  of  i tt#gi timate  birth.  1 

once  saw  a  boofc  loaned  to  me  by  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Oourt 

of  Illinois  to  the  effect  that  his  "name  should  have  been  Wens- 
low  instead  of  Lincoln.  This  was  told  during  his  campaigns, and 
you  car  imagine  what  sorrow  it  gave  him  to  have  his  mothers 
name  thus  Viewed  about  in  the  mud-  of  politics.  It  waa  all  a  lie. 
Henry  Watters0n  cleared  it  up  with  the  facts  and  the  witnesses. 
If  you  will  get  the  ro.rch  number  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Magazine 
you  can  read  the  facts  — -or  in  the  appendix  to  Tarbell"s  Life 

of  Lincoln.  _     _  T 

A  similar  charge  hangs  against  his  grandmother,  L-uey 
Hanks,which  has  not  yet  been  thoroughly  cleared  up.  Henry  Clay 
is  in  no  way  mixed  up  in  the  affair.  1  think  in  time  this  will 
be  shown  to  be  false.  As  I  said, in  the  report  of  the  lecture  to 
-/Mch  you  r-ferrod, it  in  too  early  to  write  the  final  life  of 
Lincoln.  But  it  will  come  in  time, and  he  will  stand  forth  one 
of  the  tallest  souls  of  the  w0rld. 


Again  1  than*  you  for  your  letter, and  beg  to 
main, always,  — ■  Yours  fraternally, 
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LOUIS  A  WARREN  MINISTER 


Mr,Di5.Enotte 

a*  on 

°we.nsea, 


lEUsabctlytotott,  ^tntutk^.    8  3p  t  .1, 1931 


d=;ar  "*r.  «notts; 

1  hopettn.it  my  negligence  in  answering  your 
letter  and  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  booka"  will  not 
r-onv-y  the  id-a  that  1  do  not  appreciate  the  interest  you"  have 
taken  in  my  inquiry  about  Thomas  Lincoln  and  -Tancy  -enks*  *or 
the  p»st  month  1  have  been  interested  in  an  evangelistic  meet- 
ing in  my  church,  and  all  my  time  and  energy  has  burned  in  that 
direction. 

1  ait  now  fr^  however  to  continue  the  very  interesting 
and  facinating  problem  which  you  have  evideatlv  given  much  time 
to, the  documentary  proof  of  Abraham  nine o In  s  Maternity  or 
rather  the  paternity  of  hie  parents' 

I  was  verv  glad  to  get  the^oxth  Carolina  history"  and 
feovr  ffi.,*p  several  notations  from  it  for  further  reference, while 
I  thank  vou  for  the  3arton  bock,*  had  already  secured  access  to 
a  copy  and  it  is  from  this  copy  that  1  would  be  pleasd  to  as* 
you  a  few  questions  if  you  feel  free  to  answer  them*     1  will 
1-a^e  "pace  under  each  question  so  that  you  may  use  this  paper 
for  reply  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  in  placing  the  right 
answer  to  the  question  asked* 

1*  Maternity  Of  'M'ta£m Lincoln"     page  115 

Quotation  -    %  own  research  is  from  Amelia,  ^ounty  va. 
Question  -  were  you  able  to  secure  dopies  of  documents 
giving  the  data  which  you  nase  below  • 


(fame    ?age)  '  « ■  V„ 

Quotation  -    °ne  of  the  girls  married    etc     twhole  Pa*§ 
Question  -  "ave  you  documentary  evidence  for  the  following 


>^  ^hos  Lincoln 


Jne  girl  marrie< 
b."Two  of  the  girls  married  B&rryai-' 


ones 


"Also  a  single"  sister  Lucy  came  to  Washington  °. 
?Tas  this  single  ai si er  named  Lucy  %nks  p 


3*QuSt;tione-"%ncy  gave  birth  to  Dennis  Kanks  "*hat  *uthcri* 


4«(Sam$  page) 

Quotation-  "Luc"  nanks  of  Washington  sounty  • 

%  ho  ma  s  s£arrow!'T 


married 


Question  -  pid  tftasy  -lien  hanks  present  any  evidence 


^Hsahetljtotom  Christian  Otywttf 

LOUIS  A  WARREN  ministeu 


^Slisabetlitoton,  ^cntuckij. 


5.p£aternity  of /braham_ Lincoln nf 
Quptation 


axes 


rnitv  or  ibranaa  -lnccxn      -kb  •  • 

at ion     we  h*ve  located  the  Hanks  family, williaa  and  Joseph  . 

ir.  KelsOn  ccunty  Sly.  .     /  \   a  'jL£>L 

lion  -  *s  this  the  (Saae  Joseph  who  died  in  a-y^age  11 0<  /] 


6.  Station  ^nd  the  wires  of  the  two  Serry*!*  $MM^  VT^" 
Question  -  *hat  were  the  two  Berry  men  named  ff^<£m^ML  J-  QjVU>A^ 

7.  Quotation  "Mrs.  Lincoln  and  Lucy  in  faahiiigfccn  Qtfwatj" 

Kindly  give  any  lata  that  you  haye  whish  locates 

1  note  on  another  page  that  you  had  the  misfortune  to 
loose  your  evidence  collected  in  *meix^  -ounty  /a  ,hut  perhaps 

ou  can  advise  me  if  the  clerk  there  re*  responsive  , and  if 
lycu  think  it  would  p^  »«  to  make  a  visit  there  ae      intend  to 
go  east  next  month, 


*  trust  T  have  not  bothered  you  to  much  with  these  many 
questions  /out  there  are  a  few  bits  of  evidence  1  would  lil2  to 
clesr  up* 

%  am  returning  your  books  under  separate  ccVer  and  also 
enclosing  pes  age  for"  the  forwarding;  Of  the  bboks  which  you 
so  kindly  3ent 


~ost  sincerely  yours 


hut 


n/ 


mm 


%3  ^hJ^^ 


■ 


Lebanon  Ky 
Mar  1926 


Dear  Mr  Finger 

This  letter  is  occasioned  by  your  remarks  on  Sand- 
burg^ Lincoln,  and  Lincoln  the  man.    I  haven* t  read  Sandburg *s 
Lincoln;  no  doubt  it»s  all  right.    My  remarks  shall  consist  of 
a  transcript  of  a  little  first  hand  stuff.     Tl  begin  with,  I  was 
born  within  a  s.one'a  throw  of  the  log  cabin  where  Tom  Lincoln 
and  Nancy  Hanks  entered  into  wedlock.    This  cabin  stood  on  the 
farm  of  my  paternal  grandfather.    He  did  not  own  it  at  the  time 
of  the  marriage  referred  to,  but  acquired  it  later.    My  great-grand 
father  attended  the  wedding  of  Tom  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks.  I*d 
as  well  explode  my  big  bomb  rught  now.    Abraham  Lincoln  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  Kentucky    in  this  same  cabin  where  his  parents 
were  married,    and  not  in  Hardin  County  (now  LaRue)  where  his 
wplendid  memorial  now  stands.    As  some  explanation  of  this  colossal 
miscarriage  of  history,  I  would  say  that  the  Lincolns  were  "poor 
whites'*  and  made  very  low  grade  tenants*    Tom  Lincoln  was  n*t  worth 
a  damn;  a  jacking  carpenter,  a  fair  hunter,  and  not  half  a  farm 
hand.    Two  or  three  children  were  born  to  the  Lincolns  while  they 
lived  in  this  county  (Washington).      Abe  was  either  the  second  or 
the  third.    Nobody  cared  anything  about  the  family  and  the  yearly 
arrival  of  a  baby  caused  no  comment.    But  my  grandparents  who  owned 
this  farm  on  which  the  Lincoln  cabin  stood,  have  told  me  how  they 
held  this  infant  on  their  knees,  and  that  his  name  was    Abe.  When 
the  Lincolns  moved  down  to  Hardin  County  (Now  LaRue)  no  heed  was 
paid  to  their  flitting.    They  were  a  shiftless,  undesirable  lot 
and  folks  were  probably  glad  that  they  were  gone.    A  good  deal  has 
been  written  about  Abe  Lincoln  being  an  illetimate  child.  His 
farher  and  mother  were  legally  ma  ried  two  or  three  years  before 
he  was  born.     There  are  records  to  substantiate  the  fact/    In  those 
days,  in  thewilderness  of  Kentucky,  a  certain  Methody  minister  hight 
Jesse  Head  went  there  and  here  joining  people  in  wedlock.     Jesse  had 

no  regular  charge,  and  I  think  did  carpenter  work  also  by  way  of 
getting  meat  and  bread.     That  does  n»t  matter.    It  seems  that  tlis 
Rev.  Head  was  required  by  law  to  turn  into  the  County  Clerk  at 
stated  sea  ons,  say  every  three  or  four  months,  a  list  of  the 
marriages  he  had  performed  during  that  time.    And  in  the  Clerk* s 
office  of  Washington  County  today  there  is  a  list  showing  now  in 
faded  ink  (brown  but  perfectly  legible)  the  names,  among  a  score  of 
others  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks.    On  this  same  list,  by  the 
way,  appear  the  names  of  Anthony  Litsey  and  Keziah  Pirtle.  This 
Litsey  was  one  of  my  forbears.    Abe  was  not  illegitimate  in  the 
sense  that  his  father  and  mother  were  not  married,  but  there  is 
grave  doubt  in  many  minds,  including  my  own,  that  Thomas  Lincoln 
was  his  father.    In  what  follows  I  cast  no  undue  aspersions  on 
Nancy  Hanks,  about  whom  very  little  is  actually  known.  ^From  the 
annals  of  our  house  I  gather 

s^e  was  not  an  especially  comely 


mfflfln  th0UFh  well  bodied  and  liking  the  company  of  men.  Tradition 

Kenticky  at  that  time.    Whether  or  *  when  began 

one  will  ^  toow    and       ^nd  night  in  which  he  was  bDBn  with  a 
^r:rinUhis  horny  hand  and  words'of  prophecy  on  his  lips,  people 
t°el  *  \o  wonder!  even  as  they  had  when  another  carpenter's  son 

see  now  -one  ^  "  T1m]SV  loins  of  Tom  Lincoln.    I  grant  such 

Q-nTuns  from  the  lanlE,  dousy  xuins>  u±  "  i__ 

sprung  lium  ,  fontuckian.  more  than  anyone  else,  knows 

;^rtei^ 

Trf  ^rto^ir^fi^rLnfo^L^rsrort^.T 

Lot°»nninx?del  He  was  of  a  oilious,  melancholy  temperament,  un- 
not  an  miio-ex.     nc  wao  wx  ^  *  ..,TO  iinpnln's  married 

couth,  ungainly,  fut  terribly »  ^^^l^S  Ky., 
life  was  unhappy.    Mary  Todd  ,  as  an  aris 

and  Abraham  Lincoln  was  from  a  sue -stratum.    She  led  him i 

.nere  were  personal  experience  all  had  died, 

sort  of  shady  f***-"*  ^  county  whic He  served  it.    But  Abe 
Z  ^TrllXl.l  firwashingtroounty    and  you  can  lay  to 
that      All  of  which  I  trust  you  will  he  glad  to  know. 

Sincerely  your  friend 


Edwin  Carlile  Litsey. 


From1 l~m£Sjm2i  (Published  by  Chas.  J.  Finger,  Fayetteville ,  Ark.)  Apr.  '26 
L.  Finger  prints  this  letter. 

Lebanon,  Ky.  ,  Mar.  ?4,  '26 


Dear  Finger: 


I  was  oorn  within  sight  of  ...  the  log  cabin  where  Tom  Lincoln  and 
rr    i   "111-,..*  4«tn  wedlock     This  cabin  stood  on  the  farm  of  my  maternal 
Nancy  Hanks  entered  of  ^  referred  to,  but  ac- 

Sref  TlJr     Uy  "grea^gran^othL  attended  the  wedding  ....  Abraham  Lincoln 
quired  it  later.    «v  6r       e  ^  Mn  where  his  parents  were 

this  SSL?*  aKK^  ™  that  Ms  name  was  Abe.  When  «*  ».  M  down  to 
todin  Co?  •    no  heed  was  paid....  Ihey  were  a  shiftless    mdjsirrtl.  lot.... 
i  J™a  £»i  has  been  written  abont  Abe  L.  being  an  illegitimate  child.  His 
fafnfr  2f mother Ter I  "egally  married  two  or  three  years  before  ^  was  born. 
There  are  records  to  substantiate  this  fact.     In  those  days.  ...  a  «rtai? 

Sr  hight  Jesse  Head  went   here  and  there 
wedloeL...  Head  was  -f-^^  ^o  VX^e'lfa  list 

IwlL^ow'rf^d^roin.^t^erfe^tJy  legible  in,,  the  na^s.      of  ft*. 
£2?  &  «-£  On  this  same  l^/*- Z^JS^ 

and  liKin6  the  comply    habit  of  ...  stopping  at 

"Inwver  from  Bards  town,  ...  JNeison  uu.»  •••  iw  .  ,  .     ,     •   j„  <_  v« 

^7t         L    This  man  was  Ben  Hardin,  one  of  the  onghtest  minds  m  Ky. . . . . 
the  L.  cahn.  1MB  nan  was  know....  Now  you  will  want  to 

magnificent  memorial  to  L. ,  that  Wash.  Co.  ^  *  =  oider 
^^.^"^S^SiS  P IrloniS experience  A  had  died!    Hardin  ...  Co., 
Kt.rjT*  »-St  of  shad^  proof    and  as  Wash.  Co.  had  none 
Sever,  the  memorial  was  lost  to  the  to.  which  deserved  it  .... 

Sincerely  your  friend, 


Edwin  Carlile  Litsefr. 


-OK 


Lebanon,  Ky. 
March,  1926 

Dear  Mr.  Finger 


From  the  annals  of  our  house  I  gather  that  she  was 
not  an  especially  comely  woman  though  well  bodied  and  liking  the 
company  of  men.  Tradition  hereabout  asserts  there  was  a  certain 
lawyer  from  Bardstown,  county  seat  of  Nelson  County,  which  adjoins 
Washington,  who  had  a  habit  of  breaking  his  long  horseback  journey 
from  one  county  seat  to  another  in  pursuing  his  profession,  by 
stopping  at  the  Lincoln  cabin*  This  man  was  Ben  Hardin,  one  of  the 
brightest  minds  in  Kentucky  at  that  time.  Whether  or  not  he  sired 
Abraham  Lincoln  no  one  will  ever  know,  and  it  doesn't  matter,  but 
when  Abe  began  to  come  up  out  of  the  muck  and  night  in  which  he  was 
born  with  a  torch  in  his  horny  hand  and  words  of  prophecy  on  his 
lips,  people  began  to  wonder,  even  as  they  had  when  another  carpen- 
ter's son  began  to  propound  a  new  and  strange  gospel.  Personally 
I  don't  see  how  the  wonder  which  was  Abraham  Lincoln  possibly  could 
have  sprung  from  the  lank,  lousy  loins  of  Tom  Lincoln.  I  grant  such 
a  thing  is  possible,  but  a  Kentuckian,  more  than  anyone  else,  knows 
that  blood  tells. 


Sincerely  your  friend 
Edwin  Carlile  Litsey 


October  15,  1937 


Mr.  Charles  J.  Finger 
317  N.  Broad  Street 
Phlladelphiai  Peima# 

Dear  Mr*  Fingert 

Some  years  ago  you  published  a 
letter  written  by  Edwin  Carlile  Llteey  raggr** 
ing  the  location,  of  the  birthplace  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.    It  a^eared  in  the  April,  1926  issue 
of  MAll»a  well".    Is  it  possible  that  we  could 
secure  a  copy  of  this  article?    We  shall  be  very 
happy  to  pay  whatever  charges  are  involved  in 
acquiring  the  item. 

Yours  very  truly, 


Maurice  A.  Cook 


Koveuoer  9,  1937 


Mr.  Charles  J.  Finser 
317  N.  Broad  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pesma. 


Dear  Mr.  Fingers 


Rcfering  to  our  letter  of  the  15th 
of  October,  will  you  tie  able  to  sruoDy  us  with  a 
copy  of  wAll»s  Well1*  for  Anril,  1926  containing  a 
letter  written  by  V&fls  Carlile  Litaey  regarding 
the  location  of  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Li&coln? 


Tours  very  truly. 


Maurice  A.  Cook 


1 


I 


H.  Sylvester.  Editor  in  Chief 


w 

Bellows  ^  Reeve  Company 

^he  John  9^(ewbery  ^Press 

Chicago   -   Boston   -  Toronto 

M.  Smith,  Assistant  Sales  Manager 


Charles  J.  Finger,  Managing  Editor 


H.  Bellows,  President 

ies  Keddie,  Vice  President 

and  Sales  Manager 


C.  F.  Bellows,  Genl.  Mgr., 

Great  Lakes  Division 

K.  H.  Goodwin,  Secretary 

D.  L.  Williams,  Treasurer 


Editorial  Office  -  Gayeta  Lodge.  Fayetteville.  Ark. 


Gayeta  Lodge      Fayetteville  Ark 
November  14th  1937 


Dear  Mr  Cook: 

Explanations  never  explain.     Sufficient  to  say  that  Irve 
been  mighty  busy,  and  am  still,  and  it  took  some  hunting  to  find  the 
copy  of  the  paper.  I  copy  it  from 

ALL'S  WILL    Vol  6.     No  3    April  1926. 
I  am  glad  to  do  what  I  can,  but  ask  you  to  let  me  have  a 
couple  of  copies  of  the  book  or  pamphlet  in  which  you  print  the 


niece . 


With  my  best  wishes  for  you  and  your  interest, 

Very  sincerely, 


Ghas  J"  Fing 


Maurice  A  Cook 

Lincoln  National  Memorial 

Fort  Wayne  Indiana 


October  26,  1927 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Zionsville,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 


Only  last  week  an  intimate  friend  of  Albert  J. 
Beveridge  told  me  that  he  spent  an  evening  with  Beveridge  a  few 
weeks  before  his  death  and  that  Beveridge  told  him  that  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  illegitimate 
son  of  Nancv  Hanks  by  Thomas  Marshall  and  that  he  was  trying  to 
come  to  a  definite  and  satisfactory  conclusion  in  his  own  mind 
whether  or  not  to  come  boldly  out  and  say  so  in  his  Life  of 
Lincoln. 


Sincerely  yours, 


A.  F.  Hall  (Signed) 
President 
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May  26,  1932 


Mr.  t.  It®©  Person 

516  $sath  Street,  gg,  W. 

Washington,  D*  C, 

My  dear  ISr.  ?er«oiu 

I  wgcit  to  tbaidc  you  for  the  Liacolst  Items 
sfeieh  yen  Madly  f  orwarded  m  aa  es^reeeioa  of  apprecia- 
tion for  the  Haeoln  lore  leaflets  eMcli  will  "be  smiled 
to  the  address  you  fimteitted. 

Hi  are  also,  at  your  advise,  sending  a 
copy  of  Idncoln  totem  to  the  artmbeva*  Hortb.  Cerollm* 
Dally  lews,  offering  them  the  prlviXsgs  of  t*$ro&aftHo» 
if  they  wish, 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  courtesy,  ee  are 
Besfectfully  yours, 


Director 


TJ&zA$M  Maeoln  Historical  Besearch  f om&atioB 


May  26,  1932 


Sreeneboro  Badly  Jfewa 
Greensboro,  fforth  Carolina 

Sfcmtloisent 

tie  have  been  adTieed  that  yon  migkt  fee 
interested  in  the  enclosed  Iralletin  dealing  with  the 

eaeape  of  Jotra  Wilkee  Booth. 

„lny  ©seerpts  yon  may  cshaaae  to  make  from 
Ms  bulletin  will  be  appreciated* 

Very  alacerely  your«t 


lac.  (1) 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Beaearch  Foundation 


Liberty  '^exas  Sept  16  32 


Mr  Louis  S  Warren 

Director  Lincoln  National  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne  Indiana 
Dear  Sir: 


Your  letter  in  a  recent  Houston  Post  prompts 
me  to  give  you  the  following  information  about 
Lincoln's  ancestors.     If  you  are  further  interested 
I  would  suggest  you  write  to  Mr  J  H  Castleman, 
PO  Box  98  ,     Houston  Texas.     It  is  he  who  gave  me 
the  information. 

Mr  Castleman  was  born  and  reared  in 
Hodgensville  Kentucky  as  was  his  great  grand  father, 
Daniel  Hargan,  who  lived  to  be  102  and  whom  Mr  Castleman 
well  remembers.  This  is  the  community  in  which  Lincoln 
was  born  and  at  that  time  was  called  Hardin  County 
insteexl  of  La  Rue  County,    Mr  Castleman  states  that 
he  recalls  his  great  grand  father  having  said  that 
it  was  generally  known  among  the  old  settlers  that 
Abraham  Lincoln's  father  was  Watt  Hardin  and  that 
his  mother  was  not  married  at  the  time  of  his  birth 
but  soon  after  married  Thomas  Lincoln  and  moved  away. 
Watt  Harding  was  a  brilliant  lawyer  and  active  in 
politics  and  was  admired  and  respected  by  the  people 
who  knew  him. 

Please  be  assured  that  I  write  this  with 
no  intent  to  blacken  or  disrespect  the  name  of 
Lincoln;     it  is  only  that     I  am    interested  in 
Mr  Castelman ' s  recollections  being  preserved  and  I 
trust  you  will  see  it  in  that  light. 


Liberty  Texas 


September  20,  1932 


Br.  Watson  Beylend 
Liberty  Texas 

My  deer  HeyXands 

fhank  you  very  much  for  cell  lag  to  my  attention 
the  tradition  of  Mr.  Castleman  who  was  bom  end  reared 
in  Hodgensville ,  Kentucky. 

My  residence  in  Hodgensville,  Kentucky  for  more 
than  three  years  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  know  some  of 
Mr,  CestleiBan,8  relatives  and  we  are  very  glad  to  have 
reminiscences  of  Daniel  Bargfen  conserved  through  him. 

lp  very  greatly  appreciate  your  interest-in  ra 
sending  to  us  this  item  and  wish  to  thank  you  heartily 
for  it. 

Tery  sincerely  yours. 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  lie  search  Foundation 


February  9,  19&5 


Mrs.  Joe.  Winkler,  Jr. 
Box  622 

Holdingford,  Minnesota 
yy  &Qsr  Mrs.  W inkle rl 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  end  y^ur 
willingness  to  cooperate  with  us  in  the  requisition 
of  a  picture  in  your  possession. 

Modem  research,  however,  has  completely  dis- 
proved Pny  of  those  e*rly  theories  that  had  to  do  with 
Lincoln**  parentage.    They  were  merely  stories  which 
rrew  up  about  the  tine  of  Lincoln's  nomination  end 
which  wore,  as  it  seems,  made  out  of  whole  clothe* 

Thank  you  nevertheless  for  calling  this  item 

to  our  attention. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Hesesrch  Foundation 


/  <U*yt*  ****** 


^ — 


March  8,  1934 


Mrs.  A1 ice  M.  fielder 
box  g\: 

Holdlngf  rd,  Minn, 
Sear  Madamt 

Tour  letter  stressed  to  v'r.  Benjaa&n  of  tup  T«r<  City 
bat  been  forwarded  to  fhe  Lincoln  Rational  Life  Foundation. 

UTill  you  please  give  us  some  further  information  abcwt 
tr^e  daguerreotype,  advising  us  when  the  photograph  was  token  , 
and  who  the  Individual  is  who  owned  the  farm  on  which  Abrahesi 
Lincoln  wae  horn. 

Tou  m  gfet  also  suggest  t.  e  price  whioh  you  are  asking 
for  this  daguerreotype. 

Tery  sincerely  yours. 


LAVijIJB 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Beseareh  foundation 


If 


3  */> 


March  15,  1934 


Mrs.  Alice  Winkler 
Box  623 

Eoldingford,  Minn. 
Bear  Madam* 

ffeil©  we  thank  you  very  smch  for  calling  to  ow 
attention  the  old  portrait  of  Swmiel  Smith,  we  cannot  find 
in  our  records  thai  he  mm  owned  the  tiacola  farm  in  lam© 
County*  Kentucky,  eo  of  ©o-.  rse  w©  would  not  care  to  acquire 
the  portrait  if  that  fact  could  not  fee  established.    We  hare 
here  the  name  of  all  of  the  property  ©mere  ©efore  and 
after  the  Llncolas  acquired  possession  and  his  name  is  not 
afcong  them.    Than!--  yo  ,  howewer,  for  calling  this  matter  to 
our  at  ten  ti  as. 

¥©r    truly  yours. 


UWiEB 


Director 

Uncoln  •  istorical  Hesearch  Foundation 


T 


-J 


s 


alice  Wial&er 
Box  623 

Boia  iiigjf ord,  Minnesota 

Dear  laadami 

~t.  barren  is  convalescing  fro^'an  ap- 

•-ondicitis  operation  in  a  local  hospital  -here 

he  has  been  for  two  weeks. 

He  asked  rue  to  ad-rise  jo-u  that  as  soon 
as  he  Is  "back  at  fats  desk  he  tfltl  "be  -ol  eased 
to  make  further  inruirias  aba -at  the  Smith  owner- 
ship of  the  Lincoln  "birthplace  fans. 

r.  -arrea  lived  at  Ho'^  —nville  for  three 
years  and  has  done  nraeh  original  research  work  oi 
the  Lincoln  fanily. 

¥ery  sincr-raly, 


Tllen  Herendaen 

.'•ocri--  Wry  to  r-r.  barren 


April  20,  195^ 


Mrs.  Alice  Winkler 
Box  623 

Eoldingford,  Mtaesota 
Uj  dear  Mrs.  t&afcler: 

I  regret  I  casmot  find  anything  further  to 
substantiate  the  residence  of  Mr.  Smith  associating 
it  with  the  "birth  place  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Of  coarse*  I  do  not  ©ay"  that  he  did  not  live 
there  hut  the  records  do  not  show  that  he  ever  owned 
the  land  adjacent  to  the  cahin  where  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  horn.    Possihly  he  Bight  hare  cone  in  possesion  of 
a  section  of  the  original  farm  which  was  divided  into 
several  different  tracts. 

I  cannot  feel,  however,  that  there  would  he  any 
value  attached  to  his  picture  as  we  do  not  Icaow  of  his 
association  at  all  with  any  members  of  the  Lincoln 
family. 

Shank  you,  however,  for  calling  this  matter  to 
our  attention  and  we  take  pleasure  in  enclosing  the 
pictures  which  you  forwarded  for  observation. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:LE 
Enc. 


Director 


urWM    Fannie  C.  Marsnall  of  Abbeville,  aies  at  Age  105. 

?as  a  Cousin  of  John  C.  Calhoun  -  Buried  at  Long  Cane  Cemetery 

January  a. 

Wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  W.  Marshall,  Abbeville  Pnysicia'n. 
Born  March  17,  183*. 

Anderson  Independent  -  June  16,  1955. 


Was  John  C.  Calhoun  Father  of  Lincoln? 


In  an  article  in  the  lew  York  Times  Dr.  fa.  S.  Barton,  ^aator  If 
the  first  Congregational  Churck  of  Oak  Hills,  Illinois  and  the  only 
man  who  has  carefully  invetigated  the  stories  to  the  effect  tnat 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  out  of  wedlock,  declares  that  wnile  Lincoln 
was  a  legitimate  child,  nis  motner  was  not.  Some  years  ago  Dr.  Barton 
wrote  a  most  interesting  volume,  "The  Paternity  of  A oranam  Lincoln", 
in  which  he  showed  that  tradition  ascribed  to  seven  men  the  paternity 
of  Lincoln  and  which  he  asserts,  after  weighing  tne  evidence,  that 
the  famous  president  was  the  lawful  son  of  Thomas  Lincoln. 

According  to  Mrs.  Fanny  Marshall,  tnese  facts  are  believed  by 
the  older  generations  of  both  Abbeville  and  Anderson. 

The  account  of  the  story  follows: 

In  olden  times  the  only  mode  of  public  travelling  was  in 
the  stage  coaches  drwwn  by  four  or  six  horses.  A  line  was  estabiisned 
from  Pendleton  through  Abbeville  and  Columbia,  called  the  iiedmont 
line.  Tnese  coaches  stopped  at  stations  along  trie  way  to  cnaage  horses 
and  furnish  meals  to  tne  passengers.  One  station  in  Craytonville, 
Anderson  County,  was  kept  by  Mr.  Ohriatopner  Orr.  luey  were  called 
taverns.  Mrs.  Orr  employed  a  girl  frm  the  neignoorhood.  Fancy  Hanks, 
to  assist  witn  her  house  work.  Sne  was  said  to  be  a  nanus ome  Irian 
beauty* 

Mr.  John  0.  Calhoun  lived  in  Aobeiiie  and  pracioed  law, 
several  years  prior  to  1811,  in  which  year  he  married.  While  living 
her©  he  made  frequent  trips  by  this  route  to  Penaleton. 

It  was  a  standing  joke  in  the  neigh do rhood  tnat  ne  always 
had  a  sick  headache  when  he  reacned  the  Orr  tavern.  The  attractive 
Bancy  was  soon  found  to  be  the  cause.     In  due  time  her  condition  was 
discovered.  Mr,  Orr  discharged  her.    Her  won  people  would  not  allow 
her  to  stay  in  tneir  home*  ISvery  winter  men  came  from  Kentucky  witn 
large  droves  of  horses  to  sell.  Craytonville  was  their  headquarters  for 
Anderson  County.  Mr.  Calhoun  bought  a  horse  and  saddle  and  paid  the  men 
to  take  Hancy  with  them  on  their  retun  home.     Tney  lived  near  Abraham 
Hanks,  an  uncle  of  Hancy* s,  where  she  was  to  live. 

The  party  arrived  safely  about  Christmas,  on  the  12th  of 
February  1809  Wancy  gave  birth  to  a  son  and  called  him  Abranam  for  ner 
uncle.  There  was  an  old  bacelor,  Thomas  Lincoln,  who  *ft*fH  Wancy  a 
home,  which  she  accepted,  a  log  house  nearby.     Her  uncle  was  not  kinu 
to  her.   Her  child  was  six  months  old. 


Fatner  of  Lincoln? 

Sach  winter  these  same  men,  called  "horse  drovers",  came  to 
Qraytonville.  Mr.  Calhoun  deposited  with  Mr.  Orr  $100.00  to  Bead  by 
them  to  Sfaney,  tnis  he  continued  to  do  until  Lincoln  movea  to  Illinois. 

Once  Ifir.  Calhoun  left  Washington  on  horseback  saying  ne  was 
going  to  see  his  friend,  Henry  Clay,  but  Mr.  Glay  did  not  get  tne 
visit.  Mr.  Calhoun  went  to  see  his  son,  Abraham. 

The  log  cabin  so  sacredly  kept  by  the  U.  S.  Government  is  not 
the  house  in  which  Lincoln  was  born.    He  was  born  in  Abraham  Hank • s 
home,  lived  there  for  six  months,  but  lived  in  the  log  cabin  several 
years  until  Tom  Lincoln  moved  to  Illinois. 

Judge  (Orr  ?)  married  my  husband's  sister  who  was  tne  son  of 
Christopher  Orr,  who  kept  the  tavern  at  Craytonville,  and  he  told  me 
these  events  in  the  life  of  ffancy  Hanks,  which  his  father  told  him. 
Many  a  time  when  a  new  picture  of  President  Lincoln  came  out,  I  have 
seen  Judge  Orr  and  his  family  trace  the  strong  likeness  to  Calhoun. 

John  0,  Calhoun  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1811,  succeeding 
the  grandfather  of  the  lady  giving  the  above  narrative. 

Denials  -  "A  Shelf  of  Lincoln  Books*,  Or.  Wm.  1.  Barton 
Ben  Robertson  of  01 ems on. 


Page  67  -  Common  fallacies  Regarding  U.  s.  History  oy  Qrvilie  a. 
Linguist. 


April  20,  1934 


Mr .  Lee  Person 
Washington*  B.  C. 

My  dear  Mr.  ^ersom 

fe  &re  very  glad  to  comply  with  your  request 
for  Items  relating  to  Abraham  Lincoln1*  Worth  Carolina 
contact,    fe  will  try  and  get  some  data  together  and 
send  It  to  the  newspapers  which  you  suggest. 

la  realise  that  there  is  still  much  controversy 
©far  the  Lincoln  residence  in  Merth  Oarolina  end  we  would 
like  very  much  to  have  it  traced  hy  the  newspapers  that 
server  that  community. 

fery  sincerely  yowrs» 


liH  sa 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Eesearch  Foundation 
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JOHN  LONG,  President 

Mrs.  JOHN  LONG,  Vice  Pres. 

JASON  M.  COWAN,  DEAN 


j  B    Lehman,  President  Emeritus 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Lahman.  Vice  P.  Emeritus 


g>0itt*n>m  ^tlsttan  Institute 

(MT.  BEULAH  COLLEGE) 


AN  ACCREDITED  CO 


EDUCATIONAL.  SCHOOL  FOR  NEGROES 


2523  Clinton  Avenue, 

Jackson,  Mississippi, 
January  3,  1935 


UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE 
UNITED  CHRISTIAN  MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY  OF  INDIANAP- 
OLIS, INDIANA. 


HOME  DEPARTMENT 
GRANT    Ki  LEWIS.  SE3RETARY 


Rev.  Louis  k.  Warren, 

%  Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company, 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  crother  Warren: 


I  have  3uet  read  in  the  World  Call  this  sentence: 
"Louis  k.  Warren,  active  for  years  in  the  <^isti 
pastorate,  has  become  one^f  t^^onIn  the  fleld  of 
rinloln'sTanentagfanrSiildhood  he  has  no  e.ual." 

X  am  writing  this  tc >  say  tha, .  as  X 

^'effett^flf  ^he^alefof'ancLnl  Bihlical  characters. 
I  hope  to  hear  from  you. 

j.  B.  Lehman. 


January  8,  1935 


Mr.  J,  B.  Lfltosan 

3323  Clinton  Awbub 
Jackson,  Mississippi 

My  dear  Mr*  Lehman! 

Of  course  1  would  be  interested  in  any  nee  phase 

of  Lincoln's  early  life  which  might  be  suggested,  and   

inasrsucii  as  I  11  wed  for  three  years  at  Hodginwille,  KentWQr 
where  Lincoln  was  bom,  I  am  ©specially  anxious  to  learn 
of  any  incident  of  his  early  life  which  may  hawe  escaped  me. 

You  may  feel  cuite  snare  that  X  would  deeply  ap- 
preciate any  aaad stance  you  may  give  us  with  reference  to 
fche  early  years,  of  Lincoln- 

fery  truly  years. 

Director 

UffltM  Lincoln  national  Life  foundation 


JOHN  LONG,  President 

Mrs.  JOHN  LONG,  Vice  Pres. 

JASON  M.  COWAN,  DEAN 


gumttyzm  Christian  institute 

(MT.  BEUL.AH  COLLEGE) 
AN  ACCREDITED  CO-EDUCATIONAL  SCHOOL  FOR  NEGROES 


UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE 
UNITED  CHRISTIAN  MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY  OF  INDIANAP- 
OLIS, INDIANA. 


B.  Lehman,  President  Emeritus 
rs.  J.  B.  Lehman,  Vice  P.  Emeritus 


2523  Clinton  Avenue, 

Jackson,' Mississippi, 
January  II,  1935 


HOME  DEPARTMENT 
GRANT    K.  LEWIS,  SEORETARY 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Yours  of  the  8th  came  in  yesterday.     In  reply,  I 
am  giving  you  the  information  I  suggested  in  my  former  letter  I 
would  like,  to  give  to  you. 

Brother  David  Owen  is  mayor  of  Utica,  Mississippi  and  the 
leading  elder  of  the  Christian  Church.    He  is  seventy-five  years 
old  and  I  believe  him  incapable  of  fabricating  what  I  am  giving 
you. 

Not  lone  apo  I  called  upon  him  when  he  was  very  sick.    He  was 
desirous  to  rfveal  something  to  me  which  he  seemed  unable  to  hold 
longer.     It  was  this: 

He  lived  with  his  father  in  Vicksburg  during  the  entire  period 
of  the  Civil  War.      The  father  and  Joe  Davis,  the  father  of  effer- 
don  Davis  and  the  father  of  Congressman  J.  W.  Collar  who  died  two 
vears  aso  were  prominent    and  intimate  members  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
of  Vickfburp!      Long  after  the  death  of  Joe  Davis  the  father  of 
SLId  OweS  fonf idedSto  his  son  the  following  story,  which  he  says 
was  confirmed  by  the  father  of  Congressman  Colier. 

Joe  Davis  confided  to  these  two  men  that  Nancy  Hanks  served 
in  his  home  In  Kentucky  when  the  child  Jefferson  Davis  was  expectant 
in"  1808       He  said  that  when  he  discovered  that  «ancy  Hanks  was  to 
bScome  a  mo tner    through  his  conduct  he  paid  her~a  handsome  sum, 
as  money  went  in  those  days,  to  induce  some  man  to  marry  her  and 
tLe  caL  of  the  child.    He  confided  to  them  that  Jefferson  IWe 
anfAbrTham  Lincolnwere  half  brothers,  Jeff  erson  Davis  being  born 
June  3,  1808  and  Abraham  Lincoln  February  Id,  1809. 

-       t  have  read  all  that  I  could  get  of  Abraham  Lincoln  with  great 
interest.      Long  ago  I  was  struck  with  the  way  practically  all 
Krs  handled  the  subject  of  Thomas  Lincoln.  They  always 
stewed  over  it    leaving  the  impression  that  they  did  not  know 
muchP?o  sly  or  avoided  faying  anything  that  seemed  unsatisfactory. 
There  was  no  resemblance  between  the  father  and  son  m  stature, 
looks,  temperament  or  character.     No  first  child  ever  misses  the 
mark  that  far.    Abraham  Lincoln  practically  does  not  mention  Thomas 
Lincoln  in  any  way. 


YI           A*<-      +  UNDER   TH€   AUSPICES  OF  THE 

JOHN  LONG,  President                             jS>  rttt  t  It  £  fit    (Ell  rtStlcttt    ItttStttttttf  UNITED  CHRISTIAN  MISSION- 

Mrs.  JOHN  LONG.  Vice  Pres.                    WUM*-*f**                 ?  ARy  soc)ETY  OF  1NDIANAP. 

J                                                                         (mt.  BEUL.AH  COLLEGE)  01_,s,  Indiana. 

JASON  M.  COWAN,  DEAN  ^  /ACCREDITED  CO-EDUCAT.ONAL  SCHOOL  FOR  NECROES   

HOME  DEPARTMENT 

J.  B.  Lehman,  President  Emeritus  GRANT  K    LEWIS,  SECRETARY 


Mrs.  J.  B.  Lahman,  Vice  P.  Emeritus 
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TT1  the  Cat)itol  here  is  a  life  size  statue  of  Jefferson  Davis.  Since 
*->H  o  Sa*  told  to  me  I  have  stood  before  it  and  all  around  and  I  can 
-p*  that  there  is  far  more  resemblance  than  I  suspected.  Spiritually 
?hev  were  not  alikef^hich  is  accounted  for  by  environment  and  mothers. 
ButYbo?h  were  born  leadres  of  men.     It  would  be  almost  a  ml riele  for 
an  off sping  of  Thomas  Lincoln  to  have  the  poise  of  a  ruler  that 
Abraham  tincoln  had. 

T  doubt  whether  David  Owen  can  be  induced  to  state  this  for  pub- 
iirJion    and  it  would  be  strange  if  we  could  ftnd  evidence  that 
'lancy  HaAks  served  in  the  Davis°home  in  Christian  County  about  forty 
miles  from  where  Abraham  lincoln  was  born. 

If  this  story  is  true  it  would  place  him  among         immortals  of 
holy  writ,  though  it  would  have  ruined  him  if  told  during  his  liie 
time. 

This  is  not  written  for  publication,  though  I  would  be  glad  to 
do  what  I  could,  to  find  more  evidence. 

I  am  youf  s^v^eT^/truly, 


J.  B.  Lehman. 


• 


January  14,  1935 


Mr.  J.  B.  Lehman 
2323  Clinton  Avenue 
Jackson,  Mississippi 

My  dear  Mr.  Lehman* 

It  was  very  kind  of  you  to  reply  so  promptly  to 
my  letter  of  January  8  and  review  for  rbe  the  tradition 
coming  through  David  Owen. 

While  living  at  Kodginville,  Kentucky,  I  heard 
this  story  and  many  others  similar  to  it,  in  fact  it 
was  a  story  similar  to  this  that  started  me  on  my  re- 
search work  relative  to  Abraham  Lincoln's  parentage. 

If  it  is  possible  to  secure  my  book  in  the 
library  at  Jackson,  I  am  sure  you  will  readily  see  how 
impossible  it  was  for  the  alleged  incident  to  have  taken 
place. 

The  title  of  ay  book  is  "Lincoln*  s  Parentage  and 
Childhood*  published  by  the  Century  Company  of  lew  York 
in  1936. 

qrs&  lorn.  wmasr?jifwucte'  x 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  few  bulletins 
which  deal  directly  with  the  subject  in  question,  those 
having  delt  more  directly  with  it  having  been  out  of 
print  some  time. 

Please  do  not  feel  that  I  doubt  for  a  moment 
the  Integrity  of  Brother  Owen  but  some  one  has  evidently 
aade  &  very  serious  blunder  in  propagating  this  story. 

You  might  be  interested  to  know  that  the  father 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Thomas  Lincoln,  was  a  very  zealous 
member  of  the  church  during  his  whole  life  and  for  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  a  defect®  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  Charleston,  Illinois*  and  he  died  a  loyal  member 
of  that  congregation. 


0%.  ppsrf  GOr^SilJ^ISfJOV ' 

jvppei,  hvi.$  o\  jjts  nifl  « 

Mr.  J.  B.  Lehttan 

pye  JtfpoSixpi.  o*  JH 


fa-  hit1"        gxecr  w  jolej 
•  9  oepope  awpit       #JW  CWM 

02*  »  2'IMCOJO*   mt  9  ASll  3»TJOin 

fI/peieSp«?  pO  KXJOM  pj»P  pffC 

January  14,  193^*  8  8- 

0*e»  PjTt  «on»  o:tfi  pes  MV^PVl 

INT  pp»p  J  <*orpr  10 L  »f 


1$  some  p|  we 
a?.  gerr  isojw 


Thanking  you  again  for  your  very  interesting  letter 

and  trusting  that  at  some  time  I  nay  have  the  pleasure  of  P  ij**T*** 
maMng  your  acquaintance,  I  am 


¥ery  truly  yours 

i),T©  PfPJ*  Q\  3&  pO 


Director 


I 1  ■  I T 
41  Vy* 


Clarence  Edward  Macartney 

Minister 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Lincoln  Lore, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

A  friend  of  mine,   and  a  trained 
historian,    too,   desires  the  best  refutation 
of  the  enclosed  statements  about  the  relation- 
ship of  LinColn  and  Jeff  Davis.     I  have  pointed 
out  to  him  some  of  the  preposterous  statements, 
such  as  that  Tom  Lincoln  lived  with  i^ancy  Hanks 
"up  the  Sangamon  &iver  near  Gentry ville" ,   and  I 
have  told  him  that  the  established  facts  as  to 
Lincoln's  parents  and  boyhood  are  a  sufficient 
refutation.     The  established  records  as  to  Jeff 
Davis  also  expose  this  claim  as  a  tissue  of 
^falsehoods.     But  what  about  the  final  statement? 
The  records  were  in  existence  in  Christian  County 
in  1861/    Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  return  the 
enclosure? 


Sincerely  yours, 


JEFF  DAVIS,  HALF  BROTHER  0?  ABE  LINCOLN 


In  the  last  part  of  the  18th  century  there  lived  In 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  an  old  bachelor  by  the  name  of  Hanks.  He 
accumulated  considerable  property  and  owned  slaves.    He  bought  a  very 
decent  looking  Octoroon  girl  in  New  Orleans,  brought  her  to  his 
bachelor  quarters  in  Nashville,  and  made  her  his  housekeeper  and 
concubine. 

She  gave  him  a  very  likely  looking  girl  for  his  kindness  to 
her.    Hanks  gave  the  name  of  Nancy  to  this  offspring  of  his  liasons 
with  his  octoroon  slave,  and  at  his  death  he  gave  Nancy  and  her 
mother  all  of  his  property  as  you  can  find  out  by  e  transcript  of  the 
old  records  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  Davidson  County,  Tennessee. 
Now  in  that  day  and  time  all  free  negroes  who  owned  property  had  to 
have  e  guardian  or  master  and  the  slaves  had  the  right  to  choose  their 
guardian.    Hanks  octoroon  concubine  chose  a  mar.  named  Marshall ,  who 
sold  her  property  in  Kashville  and  moved  with  her  to  Christian 
County,  near  Jarmville,  in  Kentucky.    Here  old  Hank's  concubine  and 
her  daughter  by  old  Hanks  were  in  the  employ  and  under  the  guardian- 
ship of  IJar  shall.    Marshall  had  a  son,  and  in  the  neighborhood  were 
four  other  young  men  just  budding  Into  manhood,  among  them  Saw  Davis, 
the  father  of  Jeff  Davis.    Now  Nancy  Hanks  was  as  fair  and  comely  a 
half  Negro  as  were  those  mentioned  in  Genesis,  when  the  sons  of  God 
looked  upon  them  and  saw  that  they  were  fair  and  took  from  among 
these  hybrids  of  an  old  Cain,  such  as  whom  they  chose,  thus  corrupting 
God's  laws,  proclaimed  at  Creation's  dawn,  that  like  shall  beget  like 
each  after  their  own  kind  and  for  which  God  sent  the  flood  to  destroy. 
Now  Nancy  met  the  advances  of  the  Kentucky  bucks  half  way  and  lured 
them  to  the  shore  of  the  sin  with  the  light  of  her  wanton  eyes,  and 
met  their  caresses  until  the  fruit  of  these  liasions  could  no  longer 
be  concealed  by  her  garb.    Then  It  was  her  octoroon  mother  became 
angry  and  all  five  of  these  boys  were  arrested  and  tried  before  three 
liagistrates  In  Farmville  to  see  who  was  the  father  of  the  bastard 
yet  unborn.    Young  Nancy  was  put  upon  the  stand  and  she  swore  (or  the 
records  of  that  time  and  day  lied)  that  Sam  Davis  was  the  father  of 
her  yet  unborn  babe,  and  the  Davis  family  in  the  near  neighborhood 
pacified  the  Hanks  octoroon  mother  of  Kancy  with  about  ^'1500  in 
shinplasters  of  that  region. 

Now  a  very  short  while  after  this  episode  a  gawky,  awkward, 
ignorant  mountaineer  boy,  whore  fstver  had  been  killed  while  plowing  in 
a  field  some  distance  from  Farmville,  by  an  Indian,  made  his  debut 
into  Farmville,  and  caught  a  .glimpse  of  the  young  and  pregnant  looking 
Nancy  Hanks  and  made  overtures  that  were  willingly  and  gladly  accepted 
by  Nancy,  and  carried  her  to  his  bachelor  quarters  in  the  Kentucky 
mountains.     Here  several  boys  called  upon  him  and  he  removed  r:ancy 
to  Indiana  and  there  married  her,  end  stayed  with  her  until  Abe, 
the  sone  of  Sam  Davir.,  was  a  year  old.    Tom  Lincoln  then  returned  to 
his  little  mountain  cabin  and  the  boys  again  found  them  living  as 
man  and  wife  and  they  sent  them  again  beyond  the  Ohio  river,  and 
Tom  went  with  Nancy  and  Abe  up  the  Sangamon  River  near  Gentryville. 
Here  when  Nancy  had  been  a  mother  for  ten  years  she  died,  and  Tom 
\  Linooln  married  a  white  woman,  a  widow  with  several  children  by  the 
\naiue  of  Johnson.    His  step  mother  taught  Abe  his  letters,  and  the 
\first  crude  rudiments  of  his  education.    These  are  facts  brought  about 
and  proved  even  before  Abe  became  the  candidate  for  President  In 
1860  on  the  abolition  ticket.    The  records  were  in  existence  in 
Christian  County  in  1861. 


Uay  5,  1937 


Rev.  Clarence  Edward  Macartney - 
3?irst  Presbyterian  Church 

sixth  Avenue 

Pitt  sburgh ,  1  MHf  i  vaaia 
Sear  Be  v.  Macartney! 

Tour  letter  with  reference  to  the  o  '    related  Lincoln 
Davis  story  can  be  'best  be  answered  by  sending  your  friend  a  copy 
of  the  enclosed  paaphlet. 

X  know  nothing  about  the  character  of  Mr.  Davie  and 
possibly  Jour  friend  may  give  a  correct  picture  of  him,  m  far  as 
I  know,  but  I  do  knew  the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  ThafBas  Lincoln, 
was  a  respected  and  honest  Virginian  who,  as  far  as  wa  can  learn 
from  the  court  records,  was  an  honorable  citizen,  a  strict  member 
of  the  church  from  his 'youth  itp  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
economical iy  able  to  rear  Ms  children. 

It  ssay  be  observed  that  the  first  child  of  aoms  Lincoln 
and  Kaney  Hanks  Lincoln  was  a  daughter,  whose  name  was  listed  in 
the.  fa/ally  Bible  as  having  been  born  in  ISO?  and  whose  raarria^ 
record  is  mi  file  in  Spencer  County,  Indiana  Courthouse, 

If  your  friend  would  like  further  refutation  of  traditions 
which  appear  on  the  attached  memorandum    which  3se  forwarded  to 
you,  it  can  be, found  in  af  ftLincoin*s  Parentage  and  Childhood,** 
where  a  chro2iol%ieal  exhibit  of  fhotaas  Lincoln's  whereabouts 
frora  the  tin®  of  his  birth  up  to  the  time  of  his  marring*  can  be 
discovered. 

With  kindest  personal  regards,  1  sm 

Yery  truly  yours. 


LAWS® 


Erector 


J 


Number  31 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


January,  1941 


The  Paternity  Myth 

THE  SOURCE,  GROWTH,  AND  REFUTATION  OF  THE  FALSE  STORIES 
ABOUT  LINCOLN'S  ORIGIN 


The  nomination  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  of  the  United  States 
in  the  election  of  1860  immediately 
directed  attention  to  his  origin  and 
early  history.  At  that  time  there  is 
known  to  have  been  available  to  news- 
papers but  one  biographical  sketch 
of  him.  This  story  of  about  two  thou- 
sand words  was  published  in  the 
Chester  County  (Pennsylvania)  Times 
on  February  11,  1860,  and  later 
copied  in  many  newspapers  through- 
out the  country.  It  became  the  source 
of  practically  all  of  the  post-conven- 
tion news  items  relating  to  the  life  of 
Lincoln.  The  story  did  not  contain  the 
names  of  his  parents  or  any  other  bio- 
graphical material  of  much  import- 
ance. 

This  very  meager  biographical 
source,  the  lack  of  vital  statistics,  Lin- 
coln's own  reluctance  to  say  very 
much  about  himself,  the  fact  that  his 
own  mother  died  when  he  was  too 
young  to  take  an  interest  in  the  names 


of  his  forebears,  the  confusion  of 
some  of  his  kinsmen  about  their  rela- 
tion to  him, — all  these  things  contri- 
buted to  the  cultivation  of  an  ideal 
seed  bed  for  the  myth  about  Lincoln's 
paternity. 

The  Source  of  the  Myth 

Within  a  week  after  the  Chicago 
Convention  Samuel  Haycraft  of 
Elizabethtown,  Kentucky,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  making  some  inquiries 
about  his  parentage.  On  May  28, 
1860,  ten  days  after  the  nominations 
were  made,  Mr.  Haycraft  received 
the  following  letter: 

"Dear  Sir:  Your  recent  letter,  with- 
out date,  is  received.  Also  the  copy  of 
your  speech  on  the  contemplated 
Daniel  Boone  Monument,  which  I 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  read.  In  the 
main  you  are  right  about  my  history. 
My  father  was  Thomas  Lincoln,  and 
Mrs.  Sally  Johnston  was  his  second 
wife.  You  are  mistaken  about  my 
mother.  Her  maiden  name  was  Nancy 
Hanks.  I  was  not  born  at  Elizabeth- 
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town,  but  my  mother's  first  child,  a 
daughter,  two  years  older  than  my- 
self, and  now  long  since  deceased, 
was.  I  was  born  February  12,  1809, 
near  where  Hogginsville  (Hodgen- 
ville)  now  is,  then  in  Hardin  County. 
I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  you,  though 
I  very  well  know  who  you  are — so 
well  that  I  recognized  your  handwrit- 
ing, on  opening  your  letter,  before  I 
saw  your  signature.  My  recollection 
is  that  Ben  Helm  was  first  clerk,  that 
you  succeeded  him,  that  Jack  Thomas 
and  William  Farleigh  graduated  in 
the  same  office,  and  that  your  hand- 
writings were  all  very  similar.  Am  I 
right? 

"My  father  has  been  dead  near  ten 
years;  but  my  stepmother  is  still  liv- 
ing. 

"I  am  really  very  glad  of  your  let- 
ter, and  shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
another  at  any  time. 

"Yours  very  truly, 

"A.  Lincoln". 

Lincoln's  reply  indicates  that  Hay- 
craft  had  submitted  for  Lincoln's  con- 
firmation the  history  of  the  family  as 
remembered  by  the  citizens  of  Eliza- 
bethtown. Fifty-two  years  had  elapsed 
since  the  brief  residence  of  the  Lin- 
colns  in  the  town. 

Abraham  very  frankly  wrote  to  Hay- 
craft,  "You  are  mistaken  about  my 
mother.  Her  maiden  name  was  Nancy 
Hanks."  He  then  mentioned  that 
Sarah  Johnston  was  the  second  wife 
of  Thomas.  It  was  also  necessary  to 
correct  Haycraft's  opinion  about 
Abraham's  birthplace,  and  Lincoln 
advised  him  he  was  not  born  in 
Elizabethtown  but  his  sister  was  born 
there.  Apparently  there  was  no  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  Lincoln  to  ob- 
scure any  family  history  for  he  in- 
vited Haycraft  to  write  again. 


The  people  of  Elizabethtown  had 
confused  the  entire  Johnston  history 
with  the  Lincoln  story  and  not  only 
made  Mrs.  Johnston  the  mother  of 
Abraham  but  identified  Mrs.  John- 
ston's son  John  with  him.  The  story 
about  Abraham,  "the  little  shirt  tail 
boy,"  and  his  mother  being  seen  often 
in  Elizabethtown  about  the  court 
house  was  in  reality  the  story  of  Sarah 
Johnston  and  her  son  John.  The  cabin 
in  which  the  widow  Johnston  had 
lived  was  photographed  in  its  dilapi- 
dated condition  in  an  alley  in  Eliza- 
bethtown and  widely  advertised  as  the 
birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  al- 
though it  was  never  occupied  by  the 
Lincolns. 

When  Samuel  Haycraft  learned 
that  Abraham  Lincoln's  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Nancy  Hanks,  it 
would  be  natural  for  him  as  the  county 
clerk  to  search  for  the  Lincoln-Hanks 
marriage  record.  Of  course  he  failed 
to  find  it,  as  Lincoln's  parents  were 
not  married  in  Hardin  County. 

The  older  citizens  remembered, 
however,  that  there  was  a  young 
woman  by  the  name  of  Nancy  Hanks 
who  lived  in  the  community  where 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  born.  They 
also  recalled  that  she  became  the 
mother  of  an  illegitimate  child,  a  boy. 
It  was  this  mother  and  child  that  un- 
doubtedly gave  rise  to  the  story  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  questionable  pa- 
ternity. 

After  it  became  known  generally 
that  the  name  of  Lincoln's  mother  was 
Nancy  Hanks  and  that  a  person  by 
that  name  in  Hardin  County  was  a 
woman  of  ill-repute,  other  communi- 
ties began  to  discover  that  once  upon 
a  time  a  certain  Nancy  Hanks  lived  in 
their  midst,  and  it  was  not  difficult  to 
find  some  man  who  was  said  to  have 
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betrayed  her.  So  the  paternity  myth 
became  a  maize  of  contradictory 
stories  all  evolving  about  some  girl 
by  the  name  of  Nancy  Hanks. 

Lincoln  undoubtedly  heard  some  of 
these  stories  during  the  political  con- 
test of  1860,  and  the  fable  probably 
took  on  many  different  forms  before 
the  campaign  was  over. 

Not  only  are  we  able  to  trace  the 
origin  of  the  myth  to  a  mother  and 
child  in  Hardin  County  but  also  to 
the  individual  who  first  sponsored  the 
myth. 

Herndon  informed  Ward  H.  Lamon 
that  "Prentice  got  up  some  evidence 
on  this  question  in  1860."  (Hertz  p. 
69.)  The  Prentice  referred  to  must 
have  been  George  D.  Prentice,  editor 
of  the  Louisville  Journal.  According 
to  Appletons  Cyclopedia  of  Ameri- 
can Biography,  his  paper  won  a  repu- 
tation for  "political  ability,  wit,  and 
satire."  He  was  not  a  zealous  sup- 
porter of  President  Lincoln's  admin- 
istration, and  as  far  as  we  can  learn 
he  was  the  first  person  to  gather  evi- 
dence tending  to  support  the  illegi- 
timacy of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

As  has  been  indicated,  the  factor 
contributing  most  to  the  origin  of  the 
paternity  myth  was  the  presence  of 
two  young  women  in  Kentucky  with 
the  same  maiden  name  of  Nancy 
Hanks.  One  of  these  girls  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Hanks, 
and  she  resided  in  Hardin  County 
near  the  place  where  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  born.  Her  illegitimate  son 
Dennis  Friend  Hanks  was  born  May 
15,  1799,  and  his  father  was  Charles 
Friend  from  whom  he  received  his 
middle  name.  This  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
mother  of  Dennis,  later  married  Levi 
Hall  in  Hardin  County  and  had  sev- 
eral children  by  him. 


Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  Den- 
nis, was  living  with  her  sister  Eliza- 
beth Hanks  Sparrow  at  the  time  of 
the  birth  of  Dennis.  It  is  likely  that 
at  some  time  she  may  also  have  visited 
her  brother  Joseph,  a  carpenter  in 
Elizabethtown,  which  could  have 
given  rise  to  the  story  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  first  met  his  wife  Nancy  in 
Joseph  Hanks'  carpenter  shop.  It  is 
not  strange  that  the  stories  associated 
with  Nancy  Hanks  Hall  should  be- 
come associated  with  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln. 

Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  Abra- 
ham, was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Lucy  Shipley  Hanks,  according  to  the 
best  evidence  available,  and  there  is 
a  probability  that  James  who  died 
when  Nancy  was  an  infant  was  a 
brother  of  the  Nancy  Hanks  Hall  who 
was  the  mother  of  Dennis.  This  would 
make  Nancy  Hanks  Hall  an  aunt  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

The  two  Nancy  Hankses  did  not 
live  within  twenty-five  miles  of  each 
other  during  their  early  years,  the 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln  living  in 
Washington  County  and  the  mother 
of  Dennis  Hanks  in  Hardin  County. 
By  the  time  they  were  both  living  in 
the  same  county  they  were  married 
and  bringing  up  families. 

In  1873  John  G.  Nicolay  wrote  to 
Charles  Friend  of  Sonora,  Kentucky, 
stating  that  he  had  seen  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  Friend  to  Robert  Lincoln  which 
stated  that  Rev.  Alexander  McDougal 
had  married  Lincoln's  parents  and 
that  a  daughter  of  the  preacher,  a 
Mrs.  Middleton,  was  still  living.  Nico- 
lay asked  Friend  to  help  trace  the 
story.  A  letter  written  thirteen  years 
later  by  A.  M.  Brown  to  Col.  R.  T. 
Durrett  of  Louisville  offers  a  good 
sequel  to  the  inquiry. 
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tury  Lincolns,  8.  Kentucky  Archives,  9.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Father,  10.  Hon.  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  11.  James  Wright  Sparrow,  12.  Uncle 
Mordecai  Lincoln,  13.  Thomas  (Tad)  Lincoln, 
14.  The  Tennessee  Lincolns,  15.  The  Lincolns 
of  Hingham,  16.  The  Richard  Berry  Family,  17. 
Southern  Branch  of  the  Hankses,  18.  The 
Lincolns  of  England,  19.  Synopsis  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, 20.  Lincoln's  Letters  to  His  Wife,  21. 
Correspondence  With  Kinsmen,  22.  A  Hanks 
Family  Tree,  23.  New  Jersey  Lincolns,  24. 
The  Pennsylvania  Lincolns,  25.  Nottoway  River 
Hanks  Colony.  26.  Relatives  of  Lincoln's  Wife. 
27.  The  Lincolns'  Kentucky  Neighbors,  28.  The 
Lincolns  of  Virginia.  29.  Roanoke  River  Hanks 
Colony.  30.  Lincoln's  Mythical  Childhood  Homes. 


This  Brown  letter,  dated  May  12, 
1886,  states  that  an  old  lady  living 
in  Larue  County  claimed  Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  were  mar- 
ried near  the  site  of  Lincoln's  birth- 
place and  that  "Nancy  had  one  child 
before  the  marriage  to  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, a  son,  the  father  of  whom  was 
named  Friend."  Mrs.  Middleton  had 
confused  Levi  Hall  with  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, Nancy  Hanks  Hall  with  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  and  Dennis  Friend 
Hanks  with  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the 
wedding  recalled  was  the  wedding  of 
the  Hardin  County  Nancy  Hanks  to 
Levi  Hall.  The  story  by  Mrs.  Middle- 
ton  further  confused  biographers,  and 
it  was  then  put  in  circulation  that 
Dennis  Hanks  and  Abraham  Lincoln 
were  children  of  the  same  mother. 


The  Growth  of  the  Myth 

William  Herndon  was  really  the 
master  myth-maker  when  one  con- 
siders the  growth  of  the  paternity 
myth.  He  claimed  to  know  all  the 
particulars  of  the  story  as  early  as 
1861  or  1862.  He  gave  the  illegitimacy 
story  wide  publicity,  first  through 
private  correspondence,  then  through 
Lamon's  publication  and  subsequent 
writings  which  used  this  source.  On 
February  25,  1870,  he  wrote  to  La- 
mon,  "I  am  convinced  that  the  weight 
of  evidence  is  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
an  illegitimate,"  and  then  he  said  that 
he  had  held  this  belief  for  years. 
(Hertz  p.  63.)  The  Lamon  biography 
published  in  1872  states  with  refer- 
ence to  Lincoln's  mother,  "Of  Nancy 
Hanks'  marriage  there  exists  no  evi- 
dence but  that  of  mutual  acknowl- 
edgment and  cohabitation."  (p.  10.) 

The  three-volume  Herndon  work 
published  in  1889  did  more  to  call 
attention  to  the  questionable  paternity 
of  Lincoln  than  all  other  influences 
combined,  and  it  was  largely  this  book 
that  made  current  the  wide-spread 
tradition  that  both  Lincoln  himself 
and  his  own  mother  were  illegitimate 
children.  In  the  preface  of  his  book 
Herndon  had  made  reference  to  the 
fact  that  Lincoln  came  from  "a  stag- 
nant putrid  pool,"  and  then  he  set 
out  to  prove  it. 

Apparently  Herndon's  theory  about 
Lincoln's  illegitimacy  was  originally 
built  on  an  unwarranted  inference 
which  he  drew  from  the  Haycraft  let- 
ter already  copied  verbatim.  In  1870 
Herndon  told  Lamon  that  Haycraft 
"wrote  to  Mr.  Lincoln  about  his 
mother,  evidently  to  find  out  some 
facts."  (Hertz  p.  69.)  Ten  years  later 
Herndon  claims  that  to  one  man 
(Haycraft)  who  was  endeavoring  to 


The  Lincoln  Kinsman 


5 


establish  a  relationship  through  the 
Hanks  family,  he  simply  answered, 
"You  are  mistaken  in  my  mother," 
without  explaining  the  mistake  or 
making  further  mention  of  the  mat- 
ter. (Hertz  p.  68.)  This  last  state- 
ment was  absolutely  untrue  as  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  the  very  next  sentence 
in  the  letter  did  explain  the  mistake 
when  he  said,  "Her  maiden  name  was 
Nancy  Hanks."  There  is  no  evidence 
that  Haycraft  was  seeking  any  special 
facts  about  Lincoln's  mother  in  pre- 
ference to  other  family  history  of  the 
Kentucky  Lincolns  or  trying  to  estab- 
lish a  relativity  through  her.  Herndon 
lifted  the  statement,  "You  are  mis- 
taken in  my  mother,"  out  of  its  con- 
text and  made  it  the  great  mystery 
theme  of  his  paternity  myth. 

The  universal  criticism  which  was 
brought  down  on  the  head  of  Herndon 
for  his  part  in  circulating  these  myths 
was  justified,  and  when  the  book  was 
reprinted  in  two  volumes  three  years 
later,  the  introduction  and  the  two 
arguments  about  the  origin  of  Lin- 
coln and  his  mother  were  deleted. 

Many  reputable  Lincoln  authors 
using  the  Herndon  sources  continued 
to  feature  the  paternity  myth,  and  as 
recent  a  writer  as  Albert  J.  Beveridge 
to  the  very  last  of  his  life  sincerely 
contended  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
an  illegitimate  child.  The  editor  of  the 
Lincoln  Kinsman  has  often  talked 
with  Senator  Beveridge  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  there  are  letters  in  the  files 
of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Founda- 
tion which  present  the  Senator's  view- 
point. The  use  of  the  original  Hern- 
don manuscripts  undoubtedly  brought 
him  to  the  decision  he  finally  reached 
about  Lincoln's  paternity.  (Hertz 
pp.  391-394.) 


The  Beveridge  conclusion  was 
based  primarily  on  the  supposition 
that  Thomas  Lincoln  was  physically 
deficient.  On  July  16,  1924,  the  editor 
of  the  Kinsman  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Beveridge  asking  particulars 
about  some  medical  attention  given 
to  the  Lincoln  family.  This  was  one 
of  the  series  of  questions  asked: 
"What  was  the  amount  of  the  doctor's 
bill  paid  by  Thomas  Lincoln  to  some 
physician  whose  account  you  dis- 
covered, the  name  of  the  physician, 
and  most  especially  the  date?" 

Beveridge  was  given  the  answer  to 
each  question.  The  amount  of  the  bill 
was  $1.46,  the  doctor's  name  was 
Daniel  B.  Potter,  and  there  was  no 
date  on  the  bill  which  was  paid  some 
time  previous  to  1817  when  the  de- 
ceased Dr.  Potter's  estate  was  settled. 
Dr.  Potter  lived  in  the  county  but 
three  years,  1811  to  1814,  so  the  at- 
tention given  the  Lincoln  family  must 
have  been  between  these  dates,  prob- 
ably in  some  way  connected  with  the 
death  of  the  little  boy  Thomas.  (War- 
ren pp.  269-270.) 

Beveridge  can  hardly  be  excused, 
however,  for  moving  this  medical 
service  back  into  the  period  previous 
to  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
associating  it  with  illness  of  the 
father.  (Beveridge  p.  21.) 

Since  the  publication  of  the  Hern- 
don manuscripts  by  Emanuel  Hertz 
the  public  may  now  read  the  whisp- 
ered statements  about  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's origin  that  only  Lincoln  stu- 
dents have  known  heretofore. 

The  Refutation  of  the  Myth 
The  refutation  of  the  paternity 
myth  will  not  consist  of  a  series  of 
denials  brought  against  more  than  a 
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dozen  contradictory  stories  about 
Lincoln's  origin  now  in  print,  but  the 
review  of  certain  episodes  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Lincoln  family  will  nullify 
all  the  various  claims  of  Lincoln's 
illegitimacy. 

Thomas  Lincoln  had  lived  from  the 
time  he  was  ten  years  old  (in  1786) 
until  he  was  twenty-seven  (in  1803) 
a  short  distance  from  the  home  of 
Richard  Berry  in  Washington  County. 
In  the  Berry  home  there  lived  his 
wife's  sister's  daughter,  Nancy  Hanks. 
In  the  three  years  that  followed 
Thomas  had  lived  near  Elizabeth- 
town,  but  it  is  not  likely  he  had  for- 
gotten the  niece  of  Richard  Berry, 
and  it  is  evident  that  he  paid  her  a 
visit  very  soon  after  arriving  from  a 
boat  trip  to  New  Orleans  on  May  3, 
1806.  We  are  sure  of  this  fact,  that 
he  had  proposed  marriage  to  Nancy 
Hanks  by  May  16,  and  possibly  many 
months  before  that  date. 

On  the  above  date  Thomas  pur- 
chased at  the  Bleakley  and  Montgom- 
ery store  in  Elizabethtown  material 
for  his  wedding  outfit,  which  con- 
tained thirteen  itemized  articles,  in- 
cluding cloth  for  a  new  suit,  the  en- 
tire account  amounting  to  over  nine 
pounds.  A  week  later  he  purchased 
another  bill  of  goods  which  included 
three  yards  of  coating  which  alone 
cost  him  three  pounds  four  shillings 
and  sixpence. 

These  purchases  were  made  pos- 
sible by  the  following  credits  given 
him  by  Bleakley  and  Montgomery, 
namely,  16  pounds,  10  shillings  op- 
posite the  citation  "going  to  New  Or- 
leans," and  13  pounds,  14  shillings, 
and  7^2  pence  opposite  the  item 
"gold." 

On  June  2,  1806,  Thomas  pur- 
chased a  "tipt  bridle"  for  his  horse, 


and  two  days  later  some  "sundries" 
are  charged  to  him.  No  more  entries 
appear  under  his  name  at  this  store 
until  after  his  marriage  to  Nancy 
Hanks  a  week  later. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  use  any 
space  to  tell  about  the  marriage  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks 
in  the  home  of  Nancy's  guardian, 
Richard  Berry.  The  official  marriage 
return  can  be  observed  in  the  Wash- 
ington County,  Kentucky,  Court 
House. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  his  wife  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  located  in  Eliza- 
bethtown by  June  14,  two  days  after 
the  wedding,  and  on  that  day  Thomas 
purchased  at  the  Bleakley  and  Mont- 
gomery store  iiy%  set  of  knives  and 
forks"  for  five  shillings,  and  3  skeins 
of  silk  and  other  purchases  for  his 
wife  were  made  during  that  first  week 
of  their  married  life.  On  August  4 
Thomas  was  charged  with  half  a  dozen 
spoons. 

No  one  can  deny  that  Thomas  and 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  continued  to 
live  in  their  cabin  home  in  Elizabeth- 
town  during  the  year  1807,  and  they 
were  taxed  for  two  house  lots  and  im- 
provements. On  January  15  Thomas 
purchased  at  a  sale  at  the  residence 
of  Thomas  D.  Mclntire  a  dish,  some 
plates,  a  basin,  spoons,  etc.,  for  which 
he  paid  $8.92. 

We  are  also  certain  that  the  Lin- 
colns  lived  within  the  town  limits  as 
Thomas  paid  the  town  tax.  The  town 
was  established  in  1797,  thirty  acres 
laid  off  into  town  lots,  and  soon  a 
building  ordinance  was  passed  speci- 
fying the  type  of  cabins  which  must 
be  built  within  the  town.  Building 
restrictions  would  not  allow  the  erec- 
tion of  pole  cabins;  the  logs  had  to 
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be  hewed  and  proper  chimneys  con- 
structed. 

The  first  child  of  Thomas  and 
Nancy  Lincoln  was  a  daughter  named 
Sarah  for  Mrs.  Lincoln's  cousin, 
Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell,  who  had  been 
her  girlhood  playmate.  The  date  of 
this  daughter's  birth  is  not  known  to 
have  been  recorded  until  the  year 
1851. 

Abraham  Lincoln  visited  his  step- 
mother in  Coles  County,  Illinois,  a 
short  time  after  his  father's  death  on 
January  17,  1851,  and  at  that  time 
made  some  entries  in  an  old  Bible 
in  possession  of  the  family,  using 
three  divisions,  marriages,  births, 
and  deaths.  He  did  not  record  the 
date  of  his  mother's  birth  or  the  date 
of  her  marriage,  but  he  did  note  the 
day  of  her  death.  He  attempted  to 
write  down  the  vital  statistics  about 
his  sister  Sarah  and  was  somewhat 
confused  about  certain  dates  which 
he  tried  to  remember.  Her  birth  had 
occurred  forty-four  years  before,  and 
she  had  been  dead  for  twenty-three 
years.  Her  mother  had  been  dead  for 
thirty-three  years  and  her  father  was 
also  dead.  Abraham  did  remember  the 
date  of  his  sister  Sarah's  death  and 
recorded  it  as  January  20,  1828.  He 
did  not  know  the  day  of  her  marriage. 
He  cites  the  date  of  her  birth  as 
February  10, 1807,  and  in  this  he  may 
or  may  not  have  been  correct.  It 
might  be  noted  that  Mr.  Lincoln  made 
no  record  of  the  birth  or  death  of  his 
brother  Thomas. 

There  has  never  been  any  serious 
question  raised  about  the  paternity  of 
the  first  child  Sarah.  All  those  who 
have  attempted  to  describe  her,  in- 
cluding the  members  of  the  family 
into  which  she  married,  claim  that 


she  resembled  her  father  Thomas  Lin- 
coln. She  now  becomes  a  very  import- 
ant factor  in  the  proof  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  legitimacy,  as  most  of  the 
stories  circulated  in  1860  about  the 
parentage  of  Lincoln  have  no  place 
for  a  sister  older  than  Abraham. 
Most  of  the  gossip  in  circulation 
claiming  Abraham's  illegitimacy 
makes  him  the  first  child  of  an  unmar- 
ried woman. 

Great  stress  has  been  brought  to 
bear  on  the  place  where  a  certain 
Nancy  Hanks  may  have  been  living 
at  the  time  Abraham  was  born.  It 
might  be  more  important  to  learn 
where  Mrs.  Thomas  Lincoln  was  liv- 
ing when  the  unborn  life  of  her  first 
son  began.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  she  was  living  in  the  Eliza- 
bethtown  cabin  with  her  husband 
Thomas  and  her  year  old  baby  girl 
Sarah  in  the  all  important  month  of 
May,  1808. 

On  May  8,  1808,  Thomas  Lincoln 
was  served  with  a  summons  in  an  ap- 
peal from  a  decision  made  in  his 
favor  in  a  magistrate's  court.  Lincoln 
had  a  contract  for  getting  out  lumber 
for  a  mill  in  1807  and  had  to  sue  to 
collect  his  bill.  The  case  was  appealed 
by  the  defendant  and  on  May  9  the 
county  court  confirmed  the  magis- 
trate's decision  in  favor  of  Thomas. 
On  May  15  Thomas  was  again  in  court 
and  credited  with  a  fee  in  the  same 
suit,  and  on  May  31  the  defendant 
filed  a  countersuit.  Inasmuch  as  this 
litigation  occurred  in  the  very  town 
where  Thomas  Lincoln  was  living, 
his  residence  in  Elizabethtown,  Ken- 
tucky, for  the  month  of  May  1808  is 
positively  established. 

The  Bleakley  and  Montgomery 
store  book  also  contains  some  import- 
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ant  entries  for  1808,  and  in  April  of 
that  year  Thomas  was  given  credit 
for  sundries  amounting  to  20  pounds 
1  shilling  and  four  pence  to  pay  in  full 
his  account  for  goods  purchased  from 
the  store.  On  May  13,  1808,  nine 
months  lacking  one  day  before  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  born,  a  new  account 
opened  by  Thomas  Lincoln  was 
charged  with  "3  dozen  buttons"  at  a 
cost  of  four  shillings  and  six  pence. 

Many  other  entries  for  the  year 
1808  in  the  record  books  of  Hardin 
County  confirm  the  residence  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  his  wife  in  Eliza- 
bethtown  during  the  year  1808.  The 
tax  reports  establish  the  Lincoln  resi- 
dence within  the  town  limits.  It  was 
also  in  this  town  late  in  the  year  1808 
that  Thomas  Lincoln  made  a  trade 
with  his  close  friend  Isaac  Bush  for 
the  340  acre  farm  now  known  as  the 
Lincoln  Birthplace  Farm,  for  which 
Thomas  paid  Isaac  two  hundred  dol- 
lars in  cash. 

With  these  facts  before  us,  what  is 
the  implication  which  one  must  draw 
if  he  holds  to  the  illegitimacy  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln?  It  is  simply  this,  that 
some  man  instead  of  leading  an  ig- 
norant girl  astray,  violated  the  chas- 
tity of  a  home  where  there  was  a 
young  wife  and  mother  who  had  a 
daughter  a  year  old.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  none  of  the  more  widely 
circulated  stories  about  Lincoln's 
origin  do  place  the  scene  of  the  be- 
trayal of  Lincoln's  mother  in  the 
Thomas  Lincoln  cabin  at  Elizabeth- 
town. 


One  or  two  other  statements  might 
be  made  in  concluding  this  mono- 
graph. There  was  another  child  born 
to  Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln  about 
two  years  after  Abraham's  birth  who 
was  named  Thomas  Lincoln,  Jr.,  for 
his  father.  Therefore  Abraham  was 
not  the  first  or  the  last  child  of  his 
parents  but  was  born  two  years  after 
the  first  child  and  two  years  before 
the  last  child. 

On  many  occasions  Abraham  Lin- 
coln said,  as  in  the  Haycraft  letter, 
"My  father  was  Thomas  Lincoln."  He 
wrote  several  letters  to  members  of 
the  Lincoln  family  about  his  kinsmen 
and  he  confirmed  several  relationships 
on  the  strength  that  his  father  was 
Thomas  Lincoln.  He  often  said  he  was 
named  for  his  grandfather  Abraham 
Lincoln  who  was  massacred  by  the 
Indians. 

To  one  relative  Jesse  Lincoln  he 
wrote,  "There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
you  and  I  are  from  the  same  family." 
He  inquired  of  David  Lincoln,  "Do 
you  know  anything  of  your  family  or 
rather  I  may  now  say  our  family, 
farther  back  than  your  grandfather?" 
{Kinsman  No.  21.)  These  letters  and 
others  similar  to  them  were  written 
ten  years  before  his  name  was  placed 
before  the  Chicago  Convention. 

He  is  said  to  have  told  one  of  his 
friends  that  after  the  expiration  of 
his  incumbency  at  Washington,  he 
was  going  to  try  to  trace  his  ancestry. 
How  foolish  all  these  family  inquiries 
and  assertions  if  there  were  no  Lin- 
coln blood  in  his  veins. 
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A  JOHN  C.  CALHOUN  MYTH 


Th?  weekly  magazine  Time  for  October  27, 1941  utilizes 
':a  JholTffiJ n  plus  an  illustration  (p  21) ,  to  repeat 
fnme  untenable  folk  lore,  which  dependable  historians 
^m  I  vears  aeo  along  with  other  similar  accusations 
SSSSS  on X  Sorabl!  paternity  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
This  revised  version  makes  Lincoln's  sainted  mother 
Ibarmaid,  his  devout  pioneer  father  the  drunken  hired 
SJKf  a  slave  trader,  and  the  President  himself  an 
ffitSate  child  who  probably  saw  the  marriage  of  his 
richer  and  his  alleged  putative  father. 
mThI  magazine  itself  apparently  shares  in  the  premise 
and  clearly  indicates  its  own  position  of  uncertainty  about 
KncoS  legitimacy,  when  it  looks  forward  to  some  final 
Sf  of  Lincoln's  parentage  in  the  Lincoln  manuscripts 
tn  be  opened  at  the  Library  of  Congress  m  1947. 
'The  new  emphasis  on  the  John  C  Calhoun  parentage 
nf  Abraham  Lincoln  was  supplied  by  Felix  E.  Alley,  a 
iudte  of  the  Superior  Court  of  North  Carolina  m  his 
Sentlv  published  book,  Random  Thoughts  and  the  Mus- 
lins of  i  Mountaineer!  While  the  atmosphere  of  juris- 
tTrudence  prevades  the  Lincoln  parentage  discussion,  the 
sanVe  story  used  by  Judge  Alley  was  printed  m  four  m- 
Shflentein  the  Columbia  (S.  C.)  State :  during  the  year 
1911  A  similar  story  was  also  released  three  years  later 
in  Arthur's  Western  North  Carolina  (p.  dl8). 

Few  people  have  challenged  the  integrity  of  Lincoln, 
land  his  word  was  good  with  nearly  everybody,  even  with 
his  most  ardent  opponents.  If  there  was  any  question 
m  Lincoln's  mind  about  the  authenticity  of  his  birth  date, 
his  birthplace,  or  his  paternity,  he  would  have  been  the 
last  one  to  make  positive  false  statements  about  them. 
Abraham  Lincoln  said,  "My  father's  name  is  Thomas 
I  Lincoln."  Judge  Alley  says  Abraham's  father  was  John  C. 

Calhoun.  Abraham  Lincoln  said,  "I  was  born  February 
1 12, 1809."  Judge  Alley  says  Abraham  was  probably  born 
before  June  6,  1806.  Abraham  Lincoln  said  he  was  born 
"in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky."  Judge  Alley  claims  Abra- 
I  ham  was  born  in  one  of  the  Carolinas. 
p  Three  specific  statements  in  Judge  Alley's  argument 
may  be  observed :  TT    n  .  . 

1.  The  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  "marriage 
was  performed  on  June  12,  1806."  ....  ,., 

2.  Judge  Alley  "strongly  suspects  that  the  child  (Abra- 
S  ham)  saw  the  marriage  ceremony." 

3.  Calhoun's  intimacy  with  Nancy  Hanks  occurred  at 
"  her  Aunt  Ann's  tavern  at  Craytonville,  S.  C.  Calhoun 
'  was  just  then  beginning  law  practice,  stopped  there  often 

on  way  home  from  court." 
Statements  1  and  2  imply  that  Abraham  was  born 

previous  to  June  12,  1806,  therefore  the  illicit  relation 

at  the  tavern  in  Craytonville  must  have  occurred  some 

time  previous  to  October  1805,  but  John  C.  Calhoun,  ac- 
•  cording  to  his  biographers,  was  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut 
1  at  that  time.  Calhoun  graduated  from  Yale  in  1804,  where 
i  be  had  been  a  student  for  two  years,  and  immediately  went 
;  to  Litchfield  where  he  remained  in  a  law  school  for 

eighteen  months.  .       ,      ,  ^     .  - 

When  statement  number  3  is  introduced,  the  fallacy  of 
-  Judge  Alley's  argument  becomes  more  evident,  as  Calhoun 
I' did  not  start  his  apprenticeship  in  a  Charleston,  S.  C.  law 
p  office  until  1806.  He  was  not  admitted  to  the  bar  until 

!807,  which  date  is  much  too  late  for  him,  as  a  practicing 
|  lawyer,  to  have  stopped  at  the  Craytonville  tavern  and 

to  have  become  responsible  for  a  child  born  in  1806. 

,  What  Judge  Alley  really  wants  to  do  is  to  use  two 
r  birthdays  for  the  President,  one  in  1806  and  another  after 
li  1807,  but  with  the  acceptance  of  the  marriage  papers  in 
|  1806,  he  must  also  accept  the  geographical  citation  on 

the  papers  as  well  as  the  date.  Duly  recorded  documents 

?how  the  Lincoln-Hanks  ceremony  to  have  been  performed 
£  m  Washington  County,  Kentucky.  . 
W  .  The  predicament  in  which  the  judge  finds  himself  is  to 
f  locate  John  C.  Calhoun  and  a  certain  Nancy  Hanks  m  the 


same  community  at  the  same  time.  Previous  to  1806  when 
he  locates  a  girl  named  Nancy  Hanks  in  North  Carolina, 
John  C.  Calhoun  is  in  Connecticut  and  when  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  is  in  Kentucky  in  1806  and  thereafter,  John  C. 
Calhoun  is  in  North  Carolina.  If  such  evidence  were 
before  the  Judge  in  a  paternity  case  in  his  court,  we  won- 
der if  he  would  expect  progeny  of  a  man  and  a  woman 
who  were  living  500  miles  apart  and  had  in  all  probability 
never  seen  each  other. 

One  other  witness  might  be  summoned  for  questioning 
in  this  paternity  case.  The  judge  claims  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  received  $500  from  John  C.  Calhoun  for  taking- 
Nancy  Hanks  away  from  Craytonville  before  her  child 
was  born. 

Duly  authorized  public  records  and  contemporary  ac- 
count books  allow  us  to  locate  Thomas  Lincoln  with  re- 
markable precision  during  this  period  when  he  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  carousing  around  in  the  Carohnas. 
It  might  be  observed  that  after  June  12,  1806,  the  dates 
locating  Thomas  Lincoln,  would  also  establish  the  resi- 
dence of  his  wife,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln.  A  brief  chron- 
ology of  dates  associated  with  Thomas  Lincoln  from  1805 
to  1808  inclusive  is  presented: 

1805—  Jan.  1,  14,  February  9,  13,  27,  purchased  goods 
in  store  at  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky.  March,  appointed 
patroller  in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky.  April  2,  May  15, 
25,  June  12,  July  27,  August  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  Septem- 
ber 9,  18,  26,  October  2,  December  2,  bought  merchandise 
on  these  dates  in  Elizabethtown. 

1806 —  Feb.  18,  received  twenty-one  pounds  for  mer- 
chandise delivered  to  Elizabethtown  merchant;  Feb.  27, 
bought  load  of  hay  for  his  horse;  March,  left  Elizabeth- 
town  to  take  fiat  boat  of  goods  to  New  Orleans;  May  3, 
makes  purchases  in  Elizabethtown ;  May  16,  Bleakley  and 
Montgomery  pay  him  sixteen  pounds  for  trip  to  New 
Orleans,  Thomas  also  buys  cloth  for  wedding  suit  and 
other  items;  May  20,  22,  24,  June  2,  4,  buys  more  goods 
at  store.  JUNE  12  MARRIED  NANCY  HANKS  IN 
WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  KENTUCKY.  June  14,  had 
removed  with  bride  to  Hardin  County,  made  purchases 
of  skeins  of  silk,  knives  arid  forks,  etc.,  in  Elizabethtown 
store;  June  18,  21,  August  4,  6,  14,  September  13,  October 
21,  November  13,  other  purchases  made  at  store. 

1807^Tanuary  3,  15,  21,  March  9,  25,  April  23,  25,  27, 
July  2,  August  4,  September  19,  October  3,  25,  and  No- 
vember 2  are  dates  on  which  Thomas  was  carrying  on 
some  transaction  in  Elizabethtown.  It  was  also  in  Eliza- 
bethtown in  1807  that  the  first  child  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
Lincoln  was  born,  a  daughter  named  Sarah. 

1808— February  22,  April  23,  25,  May  6,  9,  13,  16,  31, 
June  3, 17,  October  8,  and  November  5  are  dates  on  which 
there  is  some  notation  proving  Thomas  Lincoln's  presence 
in  Elizabethtown  and  on  December  12  of  this  year  he  paid 
Isaac  Bush  $200  cash  for  the  farm  where  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  born  three  months  later. 

It  will  be  observed  that  during  the  month  of  May  1808 
there  are  five  dates  submitted  on  which  Thomas  Lincoln 
was  in  Elizabethtown,  where  he  was  living  in  a  cabin  on 
which  he  had  been  paying  taxes  for  two  years  in  succes- 
sion. On  one  of  the  dates  in  May,  among  his  purchases  was 
three  dozen  buttons,  which  should  imply  the  presence  at 
a  woman  in  his  cabin  home.  It  was  in  this  same  month 
of  May  1808  that  the  unborn  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

beff  tiie  admirers  of  John  C.  Calhoun  or  any  one  of  his 
many  rivals  for  the  paternity  of  Abraham  Lincoln  can 
prove  that  during  the  month  of  May  1808  the  paternal 
aspirant  in  question  was  in  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky  and 
visited  Thomas  Lincoln's  cabin  home,  where  there  was  a 
mother  with  a  baby  girl  fifteen  months  old  m  her  arms, 
and  there  became  intimate  with  Mrs.  Thomas  Lincoln, 
then  there  would  be  some  basis  for  the  sordid  stories  cir- 
culated in  the  political  campaign  of  1861. 


U  ! 


::  ■:- 


Reams,  Bretherton  and  Neipp 
attorneys  at  law 

SUITE  206   BELL  BUILDING 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Uov.  10,  191*1 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor, 
Lincoln  Lore, 
Lincoln  Life  Poundation, 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana. 


My  dear  Doctor  Warren: 

Lincoln  Lore  IJ0.  655  dated  October  27th  has  "been  received. 
I  hasten  to  express  ray  appreciation  for  the  promptness 
with  which  you  have  answered  the  story  in  Time  Magazine  of 
October  27th.    I  "'read  this  and  was  considerably  disturbed 
by  it,  "because  I  had  some  knowledge  of  the  facts  which  you 
stated  so  clearly  in  this  issue.     It  is  regrettable  that 
people  who  feel  called  upon  to  write  historical  works 
should  be  so  careless  in  their  investigations.     It  is 
inexcusable,  however,  for  Time  to  give  such  wide  publicity 
to  these  fabulous  crea.tions  of  careless  writers. 

Undoubtedly  no  -nroioer  amend  can  be  made,  but  I  assume  that 
Time  will  at  least  publish  your  letter  citing  the  facts  as 
you  do  in  Ho.  655* 

With  continued  appreciation  for  the  great  work  you  are 
doing,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


PR-  j  s 


FRAZIER  REAMS 
THOMAS   S.  BRETHERTON 
MORTON  NEIPP 


J 


McCants,  5upt. 


Anderson  City  Schools 

BDYS  HIGH  BCHDDL 
ANDERSON,  SOUTH  CAROLINA 


1106  South  McDuffie  Street 
November  28 ,  1941 


Mr.  Louis  A.   .barren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  v/arren: 

I  thank  you  for  the  copies  of  Lincoln  Lore  find 
Lincoln  Kinsman.     Of  course  I  do  not  take  any  stock  in  the 
stories  I  hear  around  here,  but  I  am  amazed  at  the  credul- 
ity which  a  good  many  educated  people  place  in  them.     I  am 
sure  you  will  be  interested  in  reading  a  story  which  I  tore 
from  the  Wednesday  morning  ,  November  26,  issue  of  the 
Anderson  Independent,  which  is  enclosed. 

Again  thanking  you  for  the  copies,  and  with  best 

wi  shes , 


Lincoln  Son  Of  Anderson  County 
Woman,  Judge  Wyche  Tells  Court 


By  FRANKLIN  ACKER 

The  oft-repcatect  claim  that 
Nancy  Hanks,  mother  of  Pres- 
ident Abraham  Lincoln,  was 
actually  a  native  of  the  Cray- 
tonville  Section  of  Anderson 
County,  gained  "federal  recog- 
nition" for  the  first  time  yes- 
terday morning  when  Judge  C. 
C.  Wyche  asserted  in  United 
States  District  Court  here  that 
this  was  true. 

The  statement  was  made  by 
the  jurist  in  addressing  Robert 
Lee  "Pat"  Hanks,  who  had  en- 
tered a  plea  of  guilty  to  con- 
spiracy to  violate  the  internal 
revenue  law.  To  quote  Judge 
Wche's  exact  words: 

"Your  kinsman  from  this 
county,  Nancy  Hanks,  gave 
birth  to  one  of  the  greatest 
president's  the  United  States 
has  ever  had— Abraham  Lin- 
coln." 

Only  a  few  weeks  ago,  Judge 
Felix  E.  Alley,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, handed  down  an  opinion 
that  Lincoln  was  the  son  of 
Nancy  Hanks,  of  Anderson 
County,  and  John  C.  Calhoun, 
of  Abbeville  County.  He  has 
written  a  book  containing  con- 
siderable convincing  evidence 
to  this  effect.  The  evidence 
gathered  by  Judge  Alley  ties 
in  exactly  with  the  "Lincoln 
Legend"  in  this  section. 

An  Independent  writer  only 
recently  dug  into  the  Hanks- 
Lincoln- Calhoun  affairs  and 
produced  quite  a  bit  of  fact- 
backed  information.  Among  oth- 


er things,  he  revealed  that  the 
true  identity  of  Lincoln  was 
known  to  residents  of  this  sec- 
tion back  in  the  1840's,  long 
before  Lincoln  hatred  was  fan- 
ned into  a  flame.  Judge  James 
L  Orr,  of  Anderson,  while 
serving  in  Congress  fifteen 
years  before  outbreak  of  the 
war,  once  commented  to  Lin- 
coln, then  congressman  from 
Illinois,  that  he  resembled 
members  of  a  Hanks  family 
back  in  Anderson  County.  Lin- 
coln replied  he  probably  was 
kin  to  them,  as  his  mother 
was  a  Hanks. 

Orr,  of  course,  didn't  ring  in 
John  C.  Calhoun,  but  knew  all 
about  the  scandal  because  his 
father,  Christopher  Orr,  op- 
erated the  tavern  at  Crayton- 
ville  where  Nancy  Hanks  had 
been  empolyed. 

Time  Magazine  recently  gave 
the  Hanks-Lincoln-Calhoun  af- 
fair a  hefty  plug,  and  news- 
papers are  taking  up  the  hue 
and  cry.  The  reason  is  the 
Lincoln  papers.  Since  the  fam- 
ed president's  assassination, 
they  have  been  stored  in  a 
chest  in  accordance  with  stip- 
ulations in  his  -will.  In  1947, 
these  papers  will  be  available 
to  historians  for  the  first 
time.  Then  the  true  Lincoln 
will  be  known.  Consequently, 
many  of  his  would-be  bio- 
graphers are  rather  shaky  at 
the  knees.  They  fear  the 
"Lincoln  myth"  may  turn  out 
to  be  bed  rock. 


Closely  Linked 
With  So-Called 
Lincoln 'Myth' 

Nothing  now  remains  to  mark 
the  site  of  the  old  tavern  at  Cray- 
tonville,  steeped  in  history  and  tra- 
dition, but  the  place  where  it 
itood  has  been  definitely  establish - 
•d. 

Present  day  old  timers,  who  as 
youngsters  talked  with  old  timers 
of  a  generation  ago,  agree  that  the 
tavern  was  at  the  intersection  of 
the  Anderson  Road  and  the  Old 
Trail  Road  on  land  now  owned  by 
W.  W.  Clinkscales.  Until  some  fifty 
years  ago,  the  location  of  the  tav- 
ern well  was  easily  identifiablp 
A  fig  tree  now  grows  there,  ii  was 
planted  by  Mr.  Clinktcales. 

The  old  tavern  iurned,  or 
was  torn  away,  before  the  War 
Between  the  States.  Mr.  Clink- 
scales  has  a  good  idea  Where 
the  yard  was,  however,  as  that 
ground  has  always  been  packed 
and  hard  to  plow.  Probably  the 
only  thing  now  remaining  in 
Craytonville  from  the  era  when 
the  village  was  a  thriving  cen- 
i  ter  of  trade  is  the  old  public 
•  well  on  the  side  of  the  road.  It 
to  rock-walled  from  the  very 
bottom,  and  the  water  is  just 
as  good  today  as  it  was  100 


years  ago. 

T'When  I  was  a  boy  there 


was 

only"  one  dwelling  house  right  in 
Craytonville,"  Mr.  Clinkscales  ex- 
plained. "It  was  a  long,  one  storv 
affair,  the  original  part  of  which 
was  of  logs.  Dick  McCoy  lived 
there.  Big  oak  trees  surrounded 
the  place.  West  of  the  Anderson 
Road  was  an  old  fashioned  barn, 
and  between  the  Bethany  Road  and 
the  Anderson  Road  was  a  screw  pit 
where  onse  a  cotton  gin  Jiad  op- 
erated." ~  '" 

Craytonville  was  established  when 
What  is  now  Anderson  County  was 
still  part  of  the  old  Pendleton  Dis- 
trict. Many  of  the  settlers  were 
soldiers  who  had  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Dr.  Max  Green 
has  an  old  store  ledger  originally 
belonging-  to  his  great,  greatgrand- 
father, W.  O.  Alexander.  It  indi- 
cates that  Mr.  Alexander  operated 
quite  an  extensive  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Craytonville,  having  pur- 
chased the  Interests  of  Michael 
McGee  in  the  earlv  1830's.  The  site 
of  this  store  is  uriknown. 

yhe  tradition  that  Nancy  Hanks, 
who  worked  at  the  tavern,  was  the 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  is 
closely  linked  with  Craytonville. 
Little  more  than  a  year  ago.  Judge 
Alley,  of  North  Carolina,  wrote  a 
book  showing  how  Nancy  Hanks 
was  taken  from  Craytonville  by 
Tom  Lincoln,  a  horse  droVer,  to 
the  farm  of  Abe  Enloe,  of  Bun- 
combe County,  North  Carolina. 
John  C.  Calhoun  .  reputedly  paid 
Tom  Lincoln  $500  to  take  care  of 
Nancy.  Lincoln  was  most  likely 
born  on  the  Enloe  farm.  He  was 
named  Abe  for  Abe  Enloe. 

"I  have  been  told  that  Mrs. 
Carl  Brown,  wife  of  Dr.  Carl 
Brown,  saw  Nancy  being  taken 
away  by  the  horse  drovers,"  Mr. 
Clinkscales  told  a  representa- 
tive of  The  Independent.  "Mrs. 
Jim  Drake,  mother  of  Mr. 
Jesse  Drake,  also  knew  some- 
thing about  it.  People  of  the 
Craytonville  community  are 
convinced  that  the  so-called 
Lincoln  myth  is  no  myth  at  all 
it's  true." 


This  opinion  is  shared  by  a  num- 
ber of  scholars  and  research  work- 
ers.    Lincoln   never   denied   being  j 
an  illegitimate.   Conversely,  he  ad- 
mitted it  to  Herndon,  his  law  part- 
ner. The  true  facts  about  Lin- 
coln's paternity  may  forever  remain 
obscure,  unless  examination  of  his 
personal  paDers   are  enlightening,  j 
Since  Lincoln's  death,  these  papers  | 
have  never  been  seen  by  anyone  ex-  I 
cept  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  his  son.  I 
They  are  now  locked  in  a  trunk.  The 
trunk  will  be  opened  in  about  five  , 
years.  ■  ....  I 


*•    •  Cloverdale,  Virginia  „ 

April  20,1950  ;    m  ^  195Q 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,  •  ____  

•Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  '     iMftllDAIIPK  fl 

Gentlemen: - 

.With- .this- I  inclose  a  note  on  Margaret  L.CTolt's  recent  book 
on  John  C.  Calhoun  which  may  be  of  interest  to  you. 

-May- I  ask  if  you  have  ever  caused-  the  enties  in  Kentucky  • 
respecting- Lincoln's  life  to  be  subjected  to  expert  analysis-, -especially 
the  alleged  birth  date  rer erred  to  by  Salley  and  the  notation- by-  the- 
Rev.  Jesse  -Hite  respecting  the  marriage  date.       It  could  easily  be  ascer- 
tained if-  tn.s.e  entries  were  belated   — ~™    ~~"  £ 

...  Deeming- Washington  and  Lincoln  our  tko  greatest  Presidents 

it  seems  -to~me  ,-a-Virginia  historian,  that  such  tests  should  be  made  in 
view  of  what  I  hasre-  shown  in  the  inclosure. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  a  reply, 
Yours  truly, 


Jennings  C.  Wise) 


BOOK  REVIEW 

John  C.  Calhoun,  African  Portrait,  by  Bargarat  L.Colt,  Houghton 
Mirriin(i9oo) 

well  written,  and  a  most  readable  ^^^aroUn. 
first  serious  attempt  to  present  the  life  of  the  6*"*^£  inaccurate 

t^Z  UpS^faS^  ^j£S£&S££&.  Lney  Hanks. 

Hanks  family- ,  or  inexcusaDiy  oarex  k        the  taVern 

young  Calhoun  ,  KM>  Hank  > ,  tne dau  ht er  of  Anne  Han  Ha^ 
keeper  at  craytonvllie  .  So^eC^fsaL  n«a  as  t  e  mother  of  President 
*•  ^Kentucky  woman,  put  her  in  the  category  of  those  who  for 

Lincoln     ,  a  Kentucky  «a m i,  p  rumors  in  this  way  .  - 

aars  have  attempted  to  disposo  ox   uau.  of  Richmond 

y6^he  truth- -is- the  two  daughters  ";£^am  ^loe  of  Mount  Airy 
County  >  -a«d         gr«?daugh^r»  ol  |Ol.  *i» f^^S  .  Joseph-  and 
and  EliZ"b«fch--Kinbarriillf     J'V£     ,  -nzXTm  Virginia.     One  of  their 

£11  Jfh £ .*  1outh°CarolInabtnThe  widow  of  the 

kinsmen  sefctM«;*»~^e™°»*|""  .         nunerous  children,  one  a 
latter  removed  s?  Cray.onville  and  n  ^      man  mael  -South  in 

aaughter  -Ar.ns-_n  -.-eI  after  net  sell  >  onamorata  .   _ 

alabama.  .Buo-t».»s%bOtttn  M  not  Calhoun  daughter.  Lucy  who 

Joseph. Hamcs  who  had  u-rrie id  Ann e  ^  soldier  named 

appears  -to,        had  uj>^f  *£■*  %2£Sr  .  an  old  Lee  name.  With 

Marshall  ,  u.1- who  ""J.0"^  daughter  Nancy,  and  several 

their  duu^hter,-  arandlau?hter.  and  oiae         * JU      Gn  th9  way  to 

sons,  Josepu- Hanks  and^his  wile  jolted  aunt  at  the -tavern 

Kentucky.    Tfir- daughter  ^Boyjo^a  J  ^  leffc  heP  child 

^^cordfa^uersonvllle    SouthCarolina  show  ^f^ylK^ 
died  out  in  -S-ntuoky  In  179o  and    Mt      ^    m8t  fll8  her  claim  or-  lose 
^TIcTJT,  forrher°removal.     After  she  got  out  to  Hodgenvllle 

she  married  a  good  man.  Nanoy  Hanks   joined  her  family 

After    her- affair  with  Calhoun  youn    ■  a    y  ^  Llneoln,  T-nere 

in  Kentucky  whare  8»f.ntuaUy_ah  a  ■«  ^  u„  ,,ige  .  of 

is  much  indicating  that  she  nad  been  »•»         partner,  toll  the 
Calhoun,    Ab.~.»m  "nooln    according  to  his  1^  pa  rf 
latter  that  M  «u  b^s  e  bo  rn  ,  Imply  in  the  date  of  lis  older 

mon  law  n.rri«ger   He  -as  »vor  ablo  Lincoln's  marriage.  The 

sister's  ^rsn^with  tne  accept  one,  according-to 

9X184  ^l/'-late  Historian  of  South  Carolina,  that  was  interpolated 

tetjeen1 two  other  ,"a/ifl.  S2?«5^U«EW!!      „  , 

ietermine  "^^^^e^by^al^n  and  not  by  Tom  Lincoln;  Ceratai 
that  BancyBaaks  children  w-r e    *  common  law  marria^sd  -hen 

it  is  tnere  ..as  no  4"NM££*££^  and  it  would  be  far -better  to 
Calhoun  -as  living  with  Bancy  Hanka  ,  ai  e  fch9  old 

establish  that  Lincoln  «  **«  6n**a  date  0Ventually  fixed 

srsns  rasa *«Eri  £  g-ss  sryfaaara- 


April  25,  1950 


Mr.  Jennings  C»  Wise 
Cloverdale,  Virginia 


My  dear  Mr*  Wises 

I  think  possibly  the  copies  it  U»C»to  Um 
attach  to  this  letter  will  contain  such  1^^tlon  n 
tTcwVy  our  opinion  about  f^JSSSTJSST 
and  mncy  Banks,  and  Si  John  C.  Calhoun  folklore. 

I  regret  very  much  that  ®oet  of  the  statements 
aade  in  your  brief  review  would  be  very  -^^^unwlat 
toTobJective  historians,  and  I  think  it  would  be  very  unwise 
%r  a£one  to  inake  the  deductions  which  you  suggest  with 
rSere?cTtTeSer  Lincoln',  grandmother  or  his  own  toother- 

Very  truly  yours, 


Snc. 


Blreetoap 


Russell  Hook 

HARDINSBURG,  KY.  40143 


May  26  72 


Dear  Mr  lluir: 

Thanks  for  your  nice  letter 
of  the  20th.  It  was  .nice  being  with  you — 
and  the  Squire  always  has  a  nice  party. 

My  Grandfather,  Matthias  Miller, 
born  1835  was  County  Judge  Of  Breckinridge 
County,  and  he  said  many  times — The  lawyers 
from  Blizabethtown,  had  no  doubt  but  that= 
young  Ben  Hardin  was'  Lincolns  Daddy.  If  anyone 
would  know,  that  would  be  the  group  that 
would  know  best. 

In  1930,,  in  relation,  to  Lincoln  Trail 
Road,  my  grandfather  made  affidavit  that  the  linco 
"party"  camped  a  week  or  so  at  Hardinsburg-ore  of 
them  was  ill-  and  that  his  Uncle,  John  DeHaven 
•gave  them  a  calf.  The  people  of  Hardinsburg 
gave  them  food  also.  Said; when  they:  left  Hardibsbu 
Young  Abe  walked  ahead  of  the  oxen  with  long 
bbl.  rifle  on  his  shoulder 
Hope, tp  see  ypu 

Sincerely 


R.D.#2,  Box  1042 
Mohnton,  Pa.  19540 
12  July  1972 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  No.  739 
containing  the  review  of  Lamon's  (or  Black's)  biography  of 
Lincoln. 

I  neglected  to  mention  in  my  previous  letter  that  you  may  keep 
the  Black  and  Judge  Piatt  memos.     If  you  use  them  or  quote 
from  them,  perhaps  you  would  credit  me  with  having  brought 
them  to  light.    Otherwise  you  may  do  with  them  as  you  wish. 

Chauncey  F.  Black,  as  you  probably  are  aware,  was  the  son  of 
Jeremiah  S.  Black,  Buchanan* s  Attorney  General  and  later, 
Secretary  of  State.     Chauncey  Black's  son,  Jeremiah  Black,  Jr., 
was  married  to  my  great-aunt,  Mabel  (Evans)  Black.    She  is 
now  livSng  in  California  and  will  be  coming  east  later  this 
month  to  celebrate  her  90th  birthday  with  us.    Through  her 
indirectly,  I  recently  acquired  a  dozen  or  so  of  the  senior 
Jeremiah  Black's  letters  including  several  relating  to  the 
investigation  of  the  California  land  claims  in  1860. 

I  will  be  happy  to  correspond  with  anyone  who  may  be  interested 
in  the  contents  of  the  other  Black  letters. 


Book  speculates  about  Lincoln's  parentage 


"The  Lincoln  No  One  Knows:  The 
Mysterious  Man  Who  Ran  The 
Civil  War"  by  Webb  Garrison;  Rut- 
ledge  Hill;  $16.95;  288  pages 

By  ALAN  ABRAMS 

Toledo  Blade 

Now  that  JFK  and  LBJ  have 
been  exposed  for  public  scrutiny, 
the  time  has  come  to  take  a  revi- 
sionist look  at  Abraham  Lincoln. 
And  historian  Webb  Garrison  is  just 
the  right  person  to  do  it. 

In  this.  Garrison's  43rd  book 
since  1941,  the  former  assistant 
dean  of  Emory  University  advances 
a  theory  that  Lincoln's  almost  fanat- 
ical support  of  the  Union  at  all  costs 
may  have  been  influenced  by  deep- 
rooted  personal  scars:  the  Civil  War 
played  out  as  a  Southern  Gothic 
family  tragedy  worthy  of  a  Flan- 
nery  O'Connor  novel. 

Before  you  scoff,  consider  this: 
Lincoln  knew  that  his  grandmother 


Lucy  Hanks  was 
illegitimate  and 
had  never  been 
married.  Nor 
was  Lincoln  able 
to  find  proof 
that  his  parents 
had  married. 

His  mother, 
Nancy  Hanks, 
had  been  born 
out  of  wedlock, 
and  he  may  well 
Lincoln  have  heard  tales 
about  her  alleged  infidelity  to 
Thomas  Lincoln,  the  man  history 
said  was  his  father,  but  whom 
many  believe  was  impotent. 

Overwhelmed  by  the  solemnity 
of  the  bond  of  marriage,  Lincoln 
may  have  equated  it  with  union  of 
the  states  and  through  transference, 
made  preservation  of  the  national 
union  his  all-consuming  goal. 

To  establish  that  concept,  Garri- 
son dives  into  the  murky  waters 
surrounding  Lincoln's  parentage. 


He  comes  up  for  air  clutching  not 
one  but  three  potential  candidates 
for  Lincoln's  paternity,  whom  he 
has  identified  through  folk  tales  that 
nearly  two  centuries  after  Lincoln's 
birth  continue  to  circulate  in  Ken- 
tucky and  the  Carolinas. 

At  least  two  of  the  possibilities 
for  Lincoln's  paternity  are  highly  in- 
triguing: Samuel  Davis  of  Kentucky, 
the  father  of  Jefferson  Davis,  who 
sought  the  Democratic  presidential 
nomination  in  1860  and  the  next 
year  became  the  first  president  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America; 
and  John  C.  Calhoun  of  South  Caro- 
lina, whose  nullification  doctrine 
paved  the  way  for  secession  of  the 
southern  states.  The  third  man  is 
Abraham  Enloe,  a  prosperous 
North  Carolina  teacher  and  mer- 
chant. •  . 

Although  professional  Lincoln 
scholars  have  tried  to  downplay 
such  speculation,  it  doesn't  take  into 
account  Lincoln's  own  documented 
belief  that  he  was  the  grandson  of 


an  unknown  but  prominent  well- 
bred  Virginia  farmer  or  planter 
from  whom  he  had  inherited  his 
unusual  gifts  and  talents  that  so  dis- 
tinguished him  from  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Hanks  family. 

Abraham  and  Thomas  Lincoln 
were  estranged.  Thomas  did  not  at- 
tend Abraham's  wedding,  and  when 
informed  that  Thomas  was  on  his 
death  bed,  Abraham  found  some- 
thing better  to  do  than  pay  a  final 
visit.  Nor  did  he  go  to  the  funeral. 

But  Lincoln's  lineage  takes  sec- 
ond position  behind  the  inconsisten- 
cies in  Lincoln's  carefully  nurtured 
populist  image.  Lincoln  was  far 
from  the  hayseed  country  bumpkin  j 
lawyer  whose  image  is  still  perpetu- 
ated today.  While  he  practiced  law, 
he  earned  the  then-princely  sum  of 
$5,000  a  year,  which  was  more  than 
the  governor  of  Illinois  was  paid. 

You  may  not  agree  with  what 
author  Garrison  says,  but  this  book 
will  certainly  make  you  think. 


1^  {iu  AxHMa  Ifty  V^U 

^iu  U/U*  ^^^^  , 
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